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HEARI NG TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF UNI TED
STATES CENTRAL COVVAND AND UNI TED STATES AFRI CA COVMVAND | N
REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FCOR FI SCAL YEAR

2024 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, March 16, 2023

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services,

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:29 a.m,

i n Room G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack
Reed, chairman of the conm ttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shahee, G Ilibrand, Blunmenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Rosen, Kelly, Wcker, Fischer, Cotton,
Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Cranmer, Scott, Tuberville, Millin,

Budd, and Schmtt.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR

FROM RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: Let ne call the hearing to order.
Good norning, and the conmttee neets today to receive
testinmony from General M chael Eric Kurilla, Commander of
the United States Central Command, and General M chael
Langl ey, Commander of United States Africa Command.

Thank you both for your service, and | amgrateful to
t he men and wonen serving under your conmand. \Wile
CENTCOM has many responsibilities, the top priority renains
deterring the Iranian reginme's destructive and
destabilizing activities wi thout undue provocation. This
Is a conplicated and urgent m ssion.

Iran is conducting malign activities across nultiple
arenas, including continuing its own nucl ear devel opnent,
| aunchi ng drone and m ssile attacks on nei ghboring States,
supporting proxy groups, violently repressing its own
citizens, and deepening a mlitary alliance with Russia,
and these threats are likely to increase.

In an unexpected turn, |ast week, Saudi Arabia and
| ran announced they have restored diplomatic relations in a
deal brokered by China. Press reports indicate the key
parts of the agreenent were a commtnent by Iran to stop
further attacks on Saudi Arabia and cut back on support for

I rani an |inked groups that have targeted the kingdom
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The two nations plan to reopen their enbassies and
rei npl enent a security pact to cooperate on several issues
to benefit their nutual national security. As The New York
Tinmes stated, the deal is, "a shift that |left heads
spinning in capitals around the gl obe."

General Kurilla, given the unpredictability of the
Iranian reginme, | would |Iike your thoughts on how best to
respond to its malign behavior in the region, taking into
account the new dynam c of their restoration of relations
wi th Saudi Arabia. Wat opportunities do we have to
col l aborate with our allies and partners to counter drone
and m ssile attacks, and how can we address Iran's cl oser
alignment with Russia and Chi na?

Turning to Afghani stan, although we have transitioned
all forces out of the country, the Biden Adm nistration has
mai ntained its coommtnent to ensuring that Afghanistan
cannot be used as a base for ISIS, Al-Qaeda, or other
terrorist groups to conduct attacks against the United
States or its allies.

| would ask for an update on our posture and
capabilities, and whet her additional regional agreenents
have been reached to ensure we maintain a robust regiona
counterterrorismarchitecture to address the threat from
t hese groups. Ceneral Langley, AFRICOM s area of

responsibility is becomng increasingly inportant in the
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United States strategic conpetition with China and Russi a.

Many African countries have |longstanding mlitary ties
with Russia and even deeper economc ties with China. As
the United States manages rel ati onshi ps across the
continent, we nust be m ndful of these preexisting ties and
avoid taking a with us or agai nst us approach, or we wll
risk alienating the very nations we seek to engage wth.

I woul d wel cone your thoughts on how best to calibrate
the US approach to strategic conpetition in light of these
factors. The security situation in East Africa renains
dangerously unstable. Since last fall, roughly 500 U.S.
servi ce nmenbers have been redeployed to Somalia to support
the Sonmali governnent's fight agai nst Al -Shabaab, one of
Al - Qaeda' s nost powerful global affiliates.

Qur renewed presence is an effort to stabilize the
Somal i governnent and train their forces, after our
departure in Decenber 2020 all owed Al - Shabaab to grow in
size and strength. | hope you will share your views on the
status of our engagenent with Somali partners and the whol e
of Governnent strategy to ensure battlefield successes can
be effectively translated into | onger term gains.

Finally, the security situation in West Africa al so
continues to decline. Violent extrem st operations have
expanded across the Sahel, including pushing down into

littoral states in the Gulf of Guinea. At the sanme tine,
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Russi a and China are seeking to increase their engagenent
In this region.

The WAgner G oup continues to seek opportunities to
exploit instability in the region, and China has nade no
secret about exploring basing operations on the West
African coast. Both countries are also investing in
natural resource extraction across the continent, often at
great expense to the long-termhealth of African partners’
ecosystens and econom es.

G ven these chal |l enges, General Langley, | would |ike
to hear how AFRICOM i s seeking to engage with partners in
Africa to expose these harnful and nani pul ati ve practices.
| want to thank you again and | ook forward to your
t esti nony.

As a remi nder for ny colleagues, there will be a
cl osed session imediately following this hearing and room
SVC-217. Now, let ne turn to the Ranking Menber, Senator

W cker .
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STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR FROM

M SSI SSI PP
Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
i ke to thank our witnesses for being here. |In recent

weeks, the commttee has heard fromtop mlitary and
civilian | eaders about the significant security chall enges
facing our nation.

Qur top adversaries, including China and Russia, are
testing Anerican resolve, not just in East Asia and Europe,
but al so across the Mddl e East, South Asia, and Africa.

In the Mddle East, Russia and Iran grow closer. Recently,
| ran agreed to purchase 24 advanced Su-35 fighter jets.
Today, Russia is deploying Iranian drones to kil

Ukr ai ni ans.

Meanwhi | e, China works to displace the United States
as the partner of choice for nmany of our longtine friends
in the region. The Chinese Communi st Party offers nore
stream ined arnms sal es and Huawei 5G networks that woul d
underm ne our operational security in the Mddle East. In
Africa, the Russian nercenary group Wagner does -- Wagner
does Putin's bidding.

They sow instability across the continent by
supporting coups and spreading lies. They use exploitative
practices to get critical mnerals. They pressure African

governnents to nove away fromthe West. At the sane tine,
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China is using econom c coercion to gain | everage and
expand its mlitary footprint in the basing, sonething
former AFRI COM Conmander General Steven Townsend called his
nunber one gl obal power conpetition concern.

W are right to focus on the growi ng Russia and
Chi nese threats, but we cannot take our eyes off the other
security challenges comng fromthe Mddle East, South
Asia, and Africa. |In Afghanistan, the disastrous
wi thdrawal of U S. troops nearly two years ago left a
security vacuumthe Taliban, Al -Qaeda and I SIS have fill ed.

The Bi den Administration assured us that the
Departnent of Defense woul d conduct counterterrorism
operations in Afghanistan even without a |imted nunber of
U.S. troops on the ground, but the United States has only
conducted one strike in nore than a year. The w t hdrawal
from Af ghani stan enbol dened 1 SIS and Al -Qaeda's affiliates
around the world, not just in Afghanistan.

The terrorist threat is real and growing. As a result
of the Biden Adm nistration's policies, the world's nunber
one State sponsor of terrorism Iran, presents an
i ncreasing threat to our personnel and partners in the
regi on.

Presi dent Bi den shoul d have focused on countering
Iran's mssile programand its support for terrorism

I nstead, he focused on returning to the flawed 2015 nucl ear
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agreenment. In the process, this Adm nistration has given
them practically everything and got absol utely nothing.

According to the Departnent of Defense, Iran could now
produce enough fissile material for a bonb within just 12
days, and its proxies are on the march nati onwi de. These
facts make it clear continued significant real growh in
the defense budget top Iine above inflation remains
essential to our national security.

I will be |ooking closely to ensure our security
assi stance funding remains strong in these theaters and
that our counterterrorismand contingency forces are fully
resourced. This includes additional force protection
measures in both theaters, particularly to protect agai nst
nmore conpl ex Irani an backed attacks.

| would al so note that the budget zeroing out of LPD
anphi bi ous ships is the exact wong nove, when we did not
even have the capacity to send one anphibious ship to
Turkey to help with their earthquake. Finally, | am
interested in how the Ofice of Strategic Capital m ght be
| everaged to push back against the CCP in these theaters
and el sewhere as they seek to buy ports and raw material s
across the gl obe.

| thank our wi tnesses and | ook forward to their

testinony. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator W cker.

CGeneral Kurilla, please.

TP One
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL M CHAEL E. KURI LLA, USA
COMWANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL COMVAND

Ceneral Kurilla: Chairnman Reed, Ranking Menber
W cker, | adies and gentlenmen of the commttee, | amjoined
t oday by Command Master Chief Derrick Walters, the Conmand
Senior Enlisted Leader of U S. Central Comrand.

On behal f of the soldiers, Sailors, A rnmen, Marines,
Coast @uardsnen, and Cuardi ans who serve this Conmand, the
Central Region, and this nation every day, thank you for
allowing ne to testify regarding the posture of U S
Central Command, al ongside ny Ranger buddy, M ke Langl ey.

CENTCOM serves as the security integrator for an area
of responsibility that enconpasses 21 nations, al npbst 600
mllion people, and serves as the strategi c nexus of the
world's nost inportant corridors of trade. | amnow 11
nmont hs i nto conmmand.

In that tinme, | have nade 14 trips to the region, and
those visits have allowed nme first person insights that
have i nformed ny strategi c approach, which is best
summari zed in three words, people, partners, and
I nnovat i on.

Peopl e are our greatest asset and our nost critical
resource. Qur service nenbers and civilians in the United
States and across the region are our nation's best. | know

this body keeps themtop of mnd that right nowin the
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CENTCOM r egi on, thousands of troops are in harnis way.

Qur people who are closest to the probl em understand
the opportunities available to solve the region's nost
conpl ex challenges. That is why we rely so heavily on our
partners. Qur partners are the nations conparative
advant age agai nst conpetitors |ike China and Russi a.

Across CENTCOM we cultivate deep abiding partnerships
that can serve as a hedge against the threats in the
region, while deterring Iran fromits nost destructive
behavior. W have the kind of relationships that elicit
candi d, sometines tough, conversations that result in
solutions. These kind of relationships make us the partner
of choice in the region.

And a critical conponent of that partnership is
i nnovati on, innovation of thought, innovation of process,

i nnovati on of concept and technol ogy extends the val ue of
t he partnerships. Innovation allows us to nove faster,
operate nore efficiently, and increase progress across all
operational efforts.

This is nore inportant now than any tinme in our
hi story. 40 years ago, the Departnment of Defense
establ i shed CENTCOM to counter the malign influence of a
revol utionary regine that seized power in Tehran and to
conpete with a great power in the region, the Soviet Union.

The organi zation's charter, directed by this body, was to
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direct and enable mlitary operations and activities with
allies and partners to increase regional stability in
support of enduring U S. interests.

That m ssion remains essentially unchanged to this
day. Iran still remains the focus. W now battle violent
extrem st groups who threaten the regi on and beyond. The
Sovi et Union has been replaced with China and Russia as
strategic conpetitors. Wth these chall enges, the CENTCOM
region holds the greatest risk of derailing the National
Defense Strategy with a flashpoint international incident
that may demand a response using unpl anned resources and
attention.

So today, CENTCOM priorities are to deter Iran,
counter violent extrem st organi zations, and conpete
strategically with China and Russia. Four decades after
CENTCOM s formation, Iran remains the primary destabilizing
element in the region. W have seen rapid advances in
lranian mlitary capability over tine.

The Iran of 2023 is not the Iran of 1983. In fact,
today, Iran is exponentially nore capable than they were
just five years ago. Today, |ran possesses the |argest and
nost diverse mssile arsenal in the Mddle East, thousands
of ballistic and cruise mssiles, many capable of striking
anywhere in the Mddle East. Iran also maintains the

| ar gest and nost capable UAV force in the region.
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The regime continues to enrich and stockpile uranium
far above what is needed for commercial use, and Tehran can
enrich uraniumfar faster than it could even two years ago.
An lran with a nucl ear weapon woul d change the M ddl e East
overnight and forever. |Iran's vast and deeply resourced
proxy forces spread instability throughout the region and
t hreaten our regional partners.

As Iran continues to stabilize the region, we continue
to fight against violent extrem st organi zations. In
Syria, we put pressure on | SIS al ongside our Syrian
Denocratic Forces partners. |In Irag, we advise, assist,
and enable the Iraqgi security forces in their fight against
ISIS. Wile ISIS has significantly degraded in |Iraq and
Syria, the group maintains the capability to conduct
operations within the region and has the desire to strike
outside of it.

Qur progress in Iraqg and Syria contrasts with the
security situation in Afghanistan. |In Afghanistan, the
Tal i ban's hold on security is maintained through ideol ogy,
conti nued humanitarian aid, and the persistent abuse of
human rights to di ssuade unrest.

Extrem st groups see opportunity and | SIS Khorasan
grows enbol dened, seeking to expand its ranks and inspire,
enabl e, and direct attacks in the region and beyond, wth

the ultimate goal to strike on the Anmerican honel and.
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Am dst these chal l enges, strategic conpetition is
deeply manifest in the region. The People's Republic of
Chi na has chosen to conpete in the region. The PRCis
aggressively expanding its diplomatic, informational,
mlitary, and econom c outreach across the region.

Chi na, dependent upon the region for half of its
I nported oil, is also noving beyond energy-based
I nvestments to enconpass physical and tel econmuni cation
infrastructure that advances its Belt and Road initiatives.

Over half the oil and nore than a third of all the
natural gas inported by China is supplied by CENTCOM
countries. 19 of 21 CENTCOM countries have signed a Belt
and Road initiative with China. W are in a race to
integrate with our partners before China can fully
penetrate the region.

Russia | ooks to expand its influence in Syria, seeking
per mnent basing there and underm ning our efforts toward
stability and security in the region. The U S. Central
Command juts up against Russia with a border six and a half
times | onger than the Russian border w th NATO

Putin seeks to take advantage of this proximty with a
foothold of influence in the Central Asian States,
| everagi ng historical relations and a perceived decline in
U.S. engagenent to challenge our influence in that critica

part of the world. Wth all these chall enges and
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opportunities, the CENTCOM region | ooks to the United
States for assurances of our comm tnent.

For CENTCOM that commtnent is unwavering. In
closing, let me thank you for your support to our service
menbers. | would also like to thank the soldiers, Sailors,
Al rmen, Marines, Coast Guardsnen, and @Quardi ans who serve
and sacrifice in CENTCOM and all those who have done so
for the last 40 years. It is the greatest honor of ny
lifetime to be their Conmander. Thank you.

[ The prepared statenment of CGeneral Kurilla follows:]
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Chai rman Reed:

Langl ey, pl ease.

TP One

Thank you, General
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL M CHAEL E. LANGLEY, USMC
COMWANDER, UNI TED STATES AFRI CA COMVAND

General Langley: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
W cker, distinguished commttee nenbers, it is an honor to
appear before you today to testify on the State of affairs
of the United States Africa Comrand.

| amproud to testify, along ny good friend, Ceneral
Eric Kurilla, the Conmander of the United States Central
Command. Now, | assuned command | ast August, and since
then, | enbarked upon a canpai gn of |earning over the |ast
seven nonths to inform our discussion here today.

| undertook this canpaign of learning to fulfill ny
commtnent to this Congress to conplete a holistic
assessnent upon confirmation. | nade that assessnent, and
| wll continue it throughout ny tenure of conmand.

Upfront, | want to make one thing crystal clear. The
team of servicenenbers and civilians at AFRICOMis a tal ent
and dedi cated body. | am honored to serve anong them
am joi ned here today by ny State Departnent foreign policy
advi sor, M. Phil Nelson, who represents the exceptionally
skilled di plomatic team enbedded i n our headquarters.

Qur entire teamis |aser focused on inplenenting our
whol e of Governnent approach, with our partners fromthe
Departnent of State, USAID, the intelligence community, and

other U S. Governnent organi zations. W canpaign with our
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allies and partners to advance nmutual interest and to
pronote stability and prosperity on the African continent.

You shoul d be proud of their efforts, | certainly am
Now, Africa is a vast and dynam c continent of sovereign
nations. Collectively and individually, these nations are
i ncreasingly inportant players on the gl obal stage. As
such, AFRICOM s contribution to American security nust be
vi ewed t hrough a gl obal I ens.

Threats once contained on the continent are
transformng into worl dwi de threats. Terrorism poverty,
food insecurity, climte change, and nmass m grati on shadow
African lives. They sow the seeds of violent extrem sts
and Russian exploitation. The Krenmlin's invasion of
Ukr ai ne has aggravated the food insecurity crisis in Africa
by bl ocking vital food shipnments to the sanme nations that
feel the deepest inpact of clinate change.

Russi a's Bogner nercenaries turned chaos into cash.

It destabilizes entire regions across Africa and cuts at
Anerican interests worl dw de. The expansion of the Mddle
East based violent extrem st groups such as ISIS and Al -
Qaeda, including now the biggest franchi se Al - Shabaab,
threatens Anmerican |ives.

Solutions to these col ossal problens nust be a shared
burden. African nations need to be at the helmof a

concerted international effort to produce sustainable
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results, sustainabl e outcomes.

Assisting African nations to achieving the goals while
advanci ng Anerican interests can only be acconpli shed
t hrough a synchroni zed whol e of Governnent approach, a
whol e of Governnent strategy.

W call it a 3-D approach, which is a tool kit of
di pl omacy, devel opnent, and defense, but one tool does not
succeed without the whole kit. So, I will advocate for ny
State Departnment and USAID partners to receive the
resources they need to succeed. Now, Africa faces nany
ot her chal |l enges.

How we are putting African needs at the forefront of
our canpaign, reinforced by nultilateral and whol e
Gover nnent engagenent, wll help AFRI COM and our partners
wor k towards a sustai nabl e peace, stability, and
prosperity.

Chai rman Reed, Ranki ng Menber W cker, and
di stingui shed nenbers of this commttee, thank you for
having me here today. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of CGeneral Langley follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, General Langl ey.
General Kurilla, you have rightly enphasized the critical
I nportance of |everaging allies and partners to counter
threats fromlran and Iranian |inked groups.

And does our posture change with respect to the new
agreenment between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and how will it
I npact our allies in the region or across the gl obe?

CGeneral Kurilla: Thank you, Chairman. Appreciate
that question. So, this agreenent between Iran and Saudi
Arabia is the culmnation really of three years of
di scussi ons that have been going on, but just recently by
Chi na.

And | would say an agreenent is not inplenentation.
Wi |l e these di scussions were going on, in the |ast 90 days,
we have interdicted five najor weapons shipnents com ng
fromlran to Yenen, which those weapons are then used
agai nst Saudi Arabi a.

One of those shipnents included conponents of
navi gati on systens for short range ballistic mssiles. So
again, | think the inplenentation is a conpletely different
matter on this.

Chai rman Reed: WII| China be held accountable by the
Saudis if they cannot |imt attacks agai nst the kingdom and
weapon transfers, as you descri bed?

CGeneral Kurilla: So, | think that remanins to be seen,
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Chai rman. What is concerning on this is China's
penetration into the region. |In the national instrunents
of power, they already have their economic in the region,
their information, their mlitary with the increase in
sales of at |east 80 percent over the last 10 years in
terms of their foreign mlitary sales. And now we are
seeing for the first tinme really their diplomatic.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Ceneral Langley, you
menti oned the presence of the Wagner group in Africa and
their behavior, which is contrary to any decency at all in
t he worl d.

How are we trying, through the information domain, to
expose them and what they are doing, and al so obvi ously
expose the Russian governnent that is supporting them and
sponsoring thenf?

CGeneral Langley: Chairman, fromthe ml-to-m|l
perspective in engagenent with our partners, we do use
I nformati on operations to effect and address the negative
sentinment in their nessage, the destabilizing in countries

i n which they enneshed thenselves in, especially in Mli

That is very -- has been very nuch present, that they
have this destabilizing activities. But it has been -- it
Is reinforced by the UN force there, illum nating and

anplifying sone of the atrocities that the Wagner group is

guilty of. So therein lies the whole of Governnent

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

appr oach.

Since | don't have mi|l to ml, because of sanctions at
this point, but we still have a whol e Gover nment approach
that can take that mantle and still be able to do
i nformati on operations.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. GCeneral Kurilla, when we
spoke about China, we al so speak about Russi a.

The aid that Iran is giving to Russia now in the
Ukrai ne fight and what woul d presumably be the
reci procation by the Russians in many different ways is
anot her factor that has recently energed.

What is your response to that? Wat advice can you
give to us, and how can we limt this -- the inpact of this
arrangenent ?

General Kurilla: Chairman, thank you for the question
on that. So, it is very concerning any tine we see
adversaries working together. W do know that they have
shi pped hundreds of their advanced unmanned aerial vehicles
to the Ukraine.

These are the same ones that have hit our service
menbers in both Iraq and in Syria. They are inproving upon
t hem based on what they are |learning inside the Ukraine.
am concerned then with the support that Russia can give
back.

As you know, the Iran State nedia announced the
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approval of -- don't know the exact nunber yet what w ||
come out of the agreenment, but the Su-35 is a fourth gen
plus fighter, which has a |lot of our partners in the region
concerned as well.

Chai rman Reed: And what types of steps are you
contenpl ating or we should be contenplating to try to
di srupt or dimnish this threat that is energing?

General Kurilla: Chairman, | think this will take a
whol e of Governnent approach to include all of the
i nstruments of national power on this to be able to prevent
t hat .

Chairman Reed: And with respect to the Iranian
nucl ear program they have nmade significant steps since the
term nation of the JCPOA. Is there any indication that
ei ther Russia or China would encourage them sponsor them
or on the other hand, discourage them from noving further?

General Kurilla: And, Chairman, | will be able to
talk about that in the classified session imediately
follow ng this.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, General. Thank
you both. And again, thank the nmen and wonen. dad to see
the Master Chief is here, so you are well supervised,
General Kurilla. Thank you very much. Senator W cker,
pl ease.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Let's stay
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wth Iran, General Kurilla. You can tell us in a non-
classified setting, can't you, whether the threat fromlran
has grown stronger or |esser in the past two years.

General Kurilla: Iran's malign behavior has increased
in the last two years, Senator.

Senator Wcker: OCkay. And what do you need fromthe
Congress of the United States to neet this threat?

General Kurilla: So, as we look at the threat mainly
that we face is the ballistic mssile and their UAV threat
in the region. One of the ways that we are countering that
I s through regional agreenents and a regional architecture.

As we go towards an integrated air and m ssil e defense
in the region, we are naking progress on that. So, what we
need is the continued resourcing, and | want to make sure
that | have a sufficient and sustai nabl e posture in CENTCOM
so that | can acconplish the mssions | have been given to
make sure | can mtigate the risk.

If there is one area in the world, | believe that can
derail the National Defense Strategy, it is that currently
t he CENTCOM ACR

Senator Wcker: So, the resources to help you
facilitate these agreenents?

General Kurilla: It is the resources, Senator.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. WIIl -- help us be specific

about that. Now, after the disastrous Afghan w thdrawal,
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the departnments assured this committee that countering

terrorist groups would still be possible over the horizon.
We have only done that once. |Is that correct?
CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, we -- actually all kinetic

-- all finishes in the methodology of find, fix, and finish
on counterterrorismtargets are not kinetic. There is two
that are non-kinetic that we disrupted and | will talk
about that in a classified setting that involved over five
Conmbat ant Commanders to di srupt those finishes.

Senator Wcker: Ckay, so two non-kinetic and one
ki neti c.

General Kurilla: R ght.

Senator Wcker: Do you think do you think we should
be doi ng nore of those?

General Kurilla: It is difficult right now, as | said
in ny confirmation hearing. It is a difficult but not
| npossible. One of the things that we are trying to do is
I ncrease our intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance
over that.

W are putting an investnent into |ong duration, high
altitude, alternative airborne ISR that can go up for days
and weeks, because right now | am spendi ng 80 percent of ny
time transiting to the region to be able to collect over
t he top.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. General Langley, tell us what

25
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China is doing. How far along are they on their base in
D i bouti? And where do you think they mght |ikely be
maki ng their strongest effort for a mlitary base in Wst
Africa?

CGeneral Langley: Thank you, Senator, for that
guestion. China's aspirations, especially at Doral eh, they
are comng across a thinly veiled front that is all for
goodw I I .  But we know that they are establishing,
especially with the destroyer that visited Doral eh | ast
Mar ch, shows that they have indications that --

Senator Wcker: Tell us where that is.

General Langley: Duraleh is in Dibouti. | amsorry.
So, Ranking Menber, their aspirations are pretty clear.
That is a strategic |line of communication, especially as it
enbar ks upon the Suez Canal and Bab-el - Mandeb, if they
wanted to fully mlitarize that. Duraleh is of concern.

They are saying it is all about goodwi ||, but | think
the other. They do have other aspirations, and in cl osed
session, ranking nenber, | know that | can be able to |ay
that out where in West Africa is their next mlitary base
aspiration.

Senator Wcker: Ckay, but tell us then if you can,
and | think you can, how that would affect our security as
Americans, and particularly to North Anerica, if the

Chi nese are able to establish a base in West Afri ca.
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CGeneral Langley: It would put us -- it would change
t he whol e cal cul us of the geostrategi c gl obal canpaign
pl ans of protecting the honeland. It would shorten -- if
they build any capacity on the West Coast, geostrategically
it will put themat an advantage. R ght now, we have the
deci si ve advantage. They cannot -- we can't |et them have
a base on the West Coast because it would change the
dynam cs.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch. Thank you,
Senator Wcker. Senator Shaheen, please.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Generals Kurilla,

Langl ey, thank you both for being here this norning.

General Kurilla, I want to pick up on a conversation that
we had when we net a couple of weeks ago, and | appreciated
t hat opportunity.

But one of the things we tal ked about was the
situation in the | SIS detainee canps in Syria. And can you
gi ve us an update on what the current conditions are and
what you are doing in CENTCOMto help destabilize what is
happeni ng there, and what you need fromus in order for us
to be nore successful there?

General Kurilla: Thanks, Senator. So, | have been to
Syria six times. | was in Syria |last week. So, as we | ook

at 1SISin Syria, it has three categories. The first
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category is ISIS at large. That is the ones that we are
fighting right now with our Syrian Denocratic partners, and
| think we have contained | SIS, but the ideology is
uncont ai ned and unconstrai ned.

The second category is what you nay refer to as the
ISISin detention. | refer to themas an ISIS arny in
detention. There are over 10,000 I SIS detai nees spread
across 26 different prisons in Northeast Syria. | went
I nsi de the Hasaka prison | ast Thursday.

That is the sane prison that January of '22, | ast
year, there was 4,400 I1SIS detainees in there. They broke
out. Over 1,000 made it outside the walls. And in a ten-
day battle that involved both our U S. forces, air power
and Syrian denocratic forces, over 400 were killed. Sone
escaped, the exact nunber unknown, and then the rest were
capt ur ed.

But 121 of our SDF partners were killed in that prison
breakout. Wat we are doing specifically about the
detention facilities is we are trying to consolidate them
now. This body provided funding for us to build another
prison, which we think can consolidate the vast majority of
the rest of the prisoners.

W also train the guards that are on these detention
facilities and the CTF funds help facilitate that. And

| astly, the last category is the potential next generation
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of 1SIS. | had an opportunity to go into the Al Roj canp
and into Al Hol inside and talk to residents. | net -- |
tal ked to wonen from 16 different countries |ast week

i nside the canp to include the woman from Al abana.

And then | also went inside the Al Hol canp and | net
three teenagers who had been there for six years. And
remenber, I1SISreally didn't cone to Al Hol until about
| ate 2018. These were people that went there to escape
| SIS and escape the regine.

And then with the fall of I1SIS s territorial caliph in
really March of 2019, it swelled from about 35,000 to
70,000. And currently right now there is about 51, 000
i nside of Al Hol. Over 30,000 of them are children, and
they are at risk fromradicalization

About 50 percent of the canp holds or espouses sone
form of ideol ogy, according to the canp guards, the canp
adm ni strators, and the residents, and the other half are
trying to escape | SIS

Really, the only role there is that we can do, is
there is no mlitary solution, is the repatriation,
rehabilitation, and reintegration back into the society.

Senat or Shaheen: And are we having any |luck getting
sone of the countries to repatriate those detai nees who
came fromtheir countries?

CGeneral Kurilla: Absolutely, ma'am So, we have
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actually had nore success in the first few nonths of this
year than the last six nonths of |ast year. About half of
those IDPs that are in Al Hol are fromlraaq.

And we work with our lragi security partners in the
I ragi governnent to repatriate them They have done 1,200
in the last two nonths. At that pace, it would be about
four years to get everybody back. So, we are working with
t hem on how they can increase the throughput.

But right now, it is their ability to go through the
Jeddah 1 canp, which is South of Msul, as they bring them
back. Wat they don't want to do is just nove one |DP canp
to another, so they are working through that process.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Well, | hope you wll
let this commttee know if there are additional resources
or other supports that you need. General Langley, the nap
of Africa shows where the Wagner Group is operating, but it
doesn't speak to the success or not that they are having
Wi th recruitnent.

Can you speak to that, and maybe Senator Reed asked
about the success that information or disinformation
efforts that they have underway. Can you al so tal k about
what we are doing to respond to that in alittle nore
detail ?

CGeneral Langley: Senator, first and forenost, | nean,

tal k about bargainers and tensions. They are all about
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power and profit. |If they are going to give a false
offering of security, it is only for the elites in a
particul ar country.

We are seeing that in Mali. Wagner failed in
Mozanbi que. They tried to entrench upon it. And that
governnent, al beit devel oping, did not |ike that false
val ue proposition. They have continuing actions in Dakar,
a Central African Republic. And that -- well, in that
vein, | think Central African Republic is kind of getting
fed up.

So, there is no recruiting going on. It is all about
profit, making their way to gold m nes, dianond m nes, or
rare earth mneral mnes. That is extension of the Russian
Feder ati on.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | will submt a question
for the record on the disinformation efforts.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Fi scher, pl ease.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for being here today and thank you for your service to
our country. General Kurilla, howlong would it take |ISIS
K to generate the capability to conduct external
operations?

CGeneral Kurilla: Specifically, |SIS-Khorasan,

Senator? It is ny Conmander's estimte that they can do an
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I n under six nonths with [ittle to no warning. 1In the
classified session, I wll talk about why |I make that
assessnent. It is nmuch harder for themto be able to do

t hat agai nst the honel and.

Senator Fischer: Senator Wcker talked to you quite a
bit about over the horizon and our capabilities that we
have there, or don't have there in Afghanistan. Do you
t hi nk that you need any additional resources in our
upcom ng budget to increase or inprove those capabilities?

CGeneral Kurilla: So, we have been funded, |ike |
said, for sone alternative airborne ISR that will help us
get longer duration. But it is not just about ISR W are
al so increasing our other intelligence efforts to get
penetration into the networks that we want.

A part that goes unseen a lot of tines is the
anal ytical back side. These are the analysts, the
| i ngui sts, and the production capability that help us nake
the decisions. And there has been a significant decrease
shifted fromthe NDS to go against higher priority targets,
but I would like to see to make sure that we don't | ose so
much of that capability that we cannot see the threat.

Senator Fischer: Because knowing that threat is
obvi ously very inportant, as you have stated, for the

exi stence that we still see in Afghanistan of the terrori st

32
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General Kurilla: Correct, ma' am

Senat or Fischer: Thank you. Have you requested
authority to conduct any strikes in Afghanistan against the
| SIS-K targets that have been identified?

General Kurilla: So, in a classified study, m' am |
can tal k about where we are in terns of the find, fix, and
finish on them

Senator Fischer: ay. Do you still have a need for
munitions that can hit hard in deeply buried targets?

CGeneral Kurilla: | do, nma' am

Senator Fischer: Do you have specific requests in
t hat area?

General Kurilla: That was in ny unfunded priority
list |ast year.

Senator Fischer: Do you plan to include it this year?

General Kurilla: It depends on the full funding,

m' am
Senator Fischer: Wuld it be your recommendati on and
your best mlitary advice to this commttee that it would
be -- that it should be included?
General Kurilla: So, we did receive funding for in ny
Fiscal Year 2023 to include the additional procurenent of

the -- its the Massive Autonmated Ordi nance Penetrator,

whi ch goes agai nst hardened, deeply buried targets.
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Senator Fischer: Wich are growing in nunber with our
adversaries. |Is that correct?

General Kurilla: That is correct, ma' am

Senator Fischer: Wat is your assessnent of Iran and
Saudi Arabia reestablishing diplomatic ties? You tal ked
about that a little bit. But how does that affect our ml -
to-m| relationships that we have wth Saudi Arabia?

General Kurilla: W have very strong ml to m|l
relationship with Saudi Arabia. | think this agreenent is,
again, is the culmnation of three years of tal ks between
them The nore concerning part is that China is the one
that was nediating this.

Senator Fischer: As we |look at Iran and their proxies
t hr oughout CENTCOM AOR, do they continue to pose a
significant threat to our partners and to our own forces in
the region? And what nore can be done to deter Iran from
those malign activities?

Ceneral Kurilla: So, we see Iran as the | argest
mal i gn actor in the region. Less than 60 hours ago, we had
rockets attacked fromlranian aligned mlitia group agai nst
one of our bases in Syria.

Senator Fischer: Wat nore can be done to deter thenf

General Kurilla: One of the things that we are doing
I s increasing our defensive posture in these areas. And |

want to thank the services for providing a capability. So
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capability in terns of counter-UAS and counter rocket
nortar at our bases.

Senator Fischer: Wth Syria and Iraq, what do you
assess to be the situation in Syria right now? And have
you seen any change in Russia's presence in Syria, or has
that remained pretty steady since the invasion of Ukraine?

Ceneral Kurilla: So, Senator, Syria is very inportant
to Russia. They have taken very little out of Russia since
their invasion. They have taken a small nunber of forces,
some mnunitions, but generally has stayed about the sane.
What we are seeing, though, is an increase recently in the
unpr of essi onal and unsafe behavior of the Russian air force
in the region.

Senator Fischer: Can you give us an exanple of that
her e?

Ceneral Kurilla: | can. So, they fly over our bases
with ground attack aircraft with weapons on themin an
attenpt to try and be provocative. But really, it is
unsaf e, unprofessional, not what we expect of a
prof essional air force. They want to try and renegoti ate
the deconfliction protocols that they violate every day.

Senator Fischer: This is not new Russian behavior, is
it, sir, especially with regard to the drone incident that

we recently have seen.
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CGeneral Kurilla: It is not new, but we have seen a
signi ficant spike since about 1 March in Syria.

Senator Fischer: kay. Thank you.

CGeneral Kurilla: Thank you, na'am

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Senator
Gllibrand, please.

Senator Gllibrand: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
| i ke to continue Senator Fisher's line of questions with
regard to Iran. If this was a three year of tal ks, how
recent was Chi na engaged in those tal ks?

General Kurilla: Ma'am | understand that it is in
the | ast several nonths.

Senator G llibrand: WIlIl, obviously, that raises
serious concerns, because | just took -- | just joined a
del egation to visit the Abraham Accords countries, and the
i nterest of those countries, UAE, Bahrain, Mrocco and
| srael, is to broaden and strengthen the Abraham Accords,
and they were hopeful that they could engage Saudi Arabia
I n that context.

This seens to ne that that woul d make that extrenely
probl emati c, because if China is involved, it would be very
difficult to have the kind of technology shared in the
Abraham Accords if they are nowin alliance with China.

And second, if they are in an alliance with Iran, the

whol e point of the Abraham Accords is to counter Iran's
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malign threats. So, does this nake the possibility of
extendi ng or expandi ng the Abraham Accords i npossible? And
what do you recomend that this commttee do to focus on
how we create nore regional alliances?

General Kurilla: So, ma'am | believe this is a --
the tal ks about opening diplomatic relations so nuch as
this is not an alliance between Saudi Arabia and Iran.

They have had diplomatic relations in the past while they
were still shooting at each other in the past.

So, this is really about opening enbassies and openi ng
di plomatic rel ati ons when they cl osed the enbassies back in
2016. \What this does do, though, is that with China, the
nost concerning part about this is that China is the one
brokering this because it shows that they are bringing the
di pl omati c aspect of their national instrunents of power.

And what we see with China on the mlitary side is
that they have a significant increase in bringing their
equi pnent into the region and their foreign mlitary sales.
And if there is Chinese equipnent there, we cannot
integrate it with U S. equi pnent.

And so, as we try and build the regional partnerships,
and we have been there for the last 75 years, when we try
and build these regional partnerships, you want to be able
to integrate with your partner. And if there is Chinese

equi pnment there, we are not going to be able to integrate
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Senator GIllibrand: Understood. Can you, in this
setting, give us nore detail on where China has integrated
Its equi pnment in the region?

General Kurilla: China has sold equipnment all over
the region inside the Mddle East. And | can take that for
the record and give you a specific follow up for that,
ma' am

Senator Gllibrand: And then do you have a focused
pl an on what to do about that?

General Kurilla: So, one of this is to increase our
partnership wwth these elenents. So again, this is a race
to integrate before China can penetrate.

Senator GIllibrand: And would you recomend expandi ng
and deepeni ng the Abraham Accords?

CGeneral Kurilla: | would, nm'am

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Wth regard to
Af ghani stan, | would |ike an update on what we are doing to
get our partners out and whether those operations are
continuing, and what are the barriers that you are facing
currently.

General Kurilla: So, ma'am the getting the partners
out through special immgrant visas. That is a State
Departnment run program But fromthe U S, fromthe

mlitary side, we are responsible for bringing theminto a
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pl ace called Canp As Sayliyah in Qatar.

And we currently have about 2,600 there right now. W
provide the in processing, the security, and the basic life
support. The State Departnent runs the actual imm grant
visa side. They are averagi ng about 60 days there before
t hey are noved on.

In ny understanding right now in the pipeline is about
85, 000 special immgrant visas, but | would defer to the
State Departnent on the exact nunber.

Senator Gllibrand: Again, with regard to Iran, we
know t hat Russia and Iran have escalated their mlitary
cooperation over the last year. How is CENTCOM
coordinating with EUCOMto ensure that our forces are able
to respond to threats that touch both areas of
responsibilities?

CGeneral Kurilla: So, | talked to Chris Cavoli often,

t he EUCOM Commander in the SACEUR. W have done several
operations that | can talk about in a classified setting to
create additional dilemmas for Russia.

Senator Gllibrand: And then ny |ast question for
you, sir, is you activated the U S. Space Force Central,
which is responsi ble for space operations wthin the
CENTCOM area of responsibility. How are you incorporating
t he space domain into planning and training so that your

subor di nate conmanders can effectively integrate space into
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their operations?

General Kurilla: W think this is a very big positive
of actually having a conponent of Space Force. Space has
al ways played a large role in the CENTCOM AOR, but now I
have a Commander that sits at the table that is able to
then integrate nore effectively because he has a seat at
the table to be able to do that.

And we actually just finished a large with all the
Conmbat ant Commands in the region to tal k about the | essons
we have | earned over the |ast, you know, decade of doing
space operations in CENTCOM

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. General Langl ey,
despite the size and growi ng i nportance of the continent,
the 21st century wars in CENTCOM the Russian invasion of
Ukrai ne, and the strategic conpetition with China have
dom nated nmuch of our focus on this commttee. Wat m ght
we be m ssing about Africa that you think this commttee
shoul d take note of in the com ng years?

General Langley: Senator, | would say just
aspirations of China. The aspirations of China is
threefold, one froma geopolitical. They are trying to
change the international norns and they are using sone of
the African countries within the UN construct, whether it
be General Assenbly or the Security Council, trying to

affect votes to change those international nornms and the
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i nternational systemwit |arge.

And then there is the geostrategic operation. Their
aspiration for mlitary bases on the continent of Africa.
Just talked to ny African partners, they don't want to be
mlitarized in a strategic sense.

And the | ast piece, Senator, is geoecononmc. Qur
future econony i s dependent upon a nunber of rare earth
mnerals. And also, sone of our clean energy technol ogies
depend upon the rare earth mnerals. About 30 to 40
percent of those mnerals are on the continent of Africa.
That is forward thinking by the PRC.

They are trying to harvest and | everage upon that
t hrough shaky deal s, engaging with sone of these countries
so they can corner a market, if you wll. That is what |
am concer ned about, Senator. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator G | 1i brand.

Senator Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: Wl cone, gentlenmen. General Kurilla,
| want to return to your answer to Senator Fischer about
the threat of terrorist attacks originating from
Af ghani stan. If | heard you right, you said you believe
that such attacks could occur in a nere six nonths out of
Af ghani stan agai nst Anerican citizens or allies or partners
in Eurasia. |Is that right?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | said abroad, which |
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woul d al so i nclude Europe in that.

Senator Cotton: Eurasia. But you said |less than --
nore than that agai nst the American honel and.

General Kurilla: It would be harder for themto do
t hat agai nst the Anmerican honel and.

Senator Cotton: |If you assessed six nonths agai nst
Europe or Asia, what would you assess would be the tineline

agai nst the honel and?

General Kurilla: | think it is hard to put a tineline
on that. But again, | assess that they could in as little
as six nonths with little to no warning. And | will talk

about that in the closed session as to why assess that.

Senator Cotton: How likely do you think a terrori st
attack on the United States or one of our allies is
originating from Af ghani stan?

General Kurilla: | think it is a higher probability
overseas than it is in the honel and.

Senat or Cotton: \When you add up all the troops you
have in your area of responsibility and Anerican citizens
who are there for business or tourismor pilgrimges on any
gi ven day, what are we tal king about? Probably hundreds of
t housands, right?

General Kurilla: At |east.

Senator Cotton: So, hundreds of thousands within

range of a terrorist attack, in your assessnment, in a nere
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six nonths from Af ghani stan. Ckay, | want to turn to Iran.
Senator Wcker: | don't think we heard the answer.
General Kurilla: Yes, | do assess it.
Senator Cotton: | want to turn to Iran. You said in

your witten statenent they can produce sufficient fissile
material for a nuclear weapon in |ess than 14 days. You
al so say that deterring Iran is arguably nore urgent now
than any tinme in CENTCOM s history due to one, their
cutting-edge mssile and UAV capability. And two, their
urani um enri chment program That is correct?

General Kurilla: That is correct, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Yet you also say Iran is undeterred
fromits malign activities. So that is not good. That it
Is nmore urgent to deter themthan in any tinme in Central
Command's history, but they are undeterred. Wiy is Iran
undeterred right now?

General Kurilla: Currently, right now we see them
that their malign activity is increasing. W see them
again in the last 90 days. W have sone of the highest
nunbers of our advanced conventional weapons and nunitions
that we have seen going fromlran to Yenen.

We see their attacks on our U S. forces in Iraq and
Syria increasing, and we see the threat streans that | can
tal k about in a higher classification.

Senat or Cott on: | mean, those are nore the results of
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undet erred because they feel safe that neither the United
States or our partners are going to threaten anything they
hol d dear?

CGeneral Kurilla: | can't say the exact reason why
they feel that, but | know right now when | | ook at them
beli eve they are undeterred.

Senator Cotton: | nean, there is a history -- you are
ri ght throughout your statement. There is a history of
| ran being deterred by the credible threat of mlitary
force or actual mlitary force. That is right, isn't it?

Ceneral Kurilla: | think that deterrence is always
tenporal, so you can deter for a period of tinme and then it
will wane. | do believe the Suleimni strike was a
det errence.

Senator Cotton: W can go back nmuch further than
that. Iran waged war with Iraq for eight years and Ronald
Reagan sunk half their navy in the spring of 1988. And
surprisingly, that war ended just a few nonths |ater.

And Iran al so stopped its enrichnment programin 2003,
after the United States had i nvaded and toppl ed governnents
on both its East and its Wstern border. And then, as you
say, they took only very tentative steps towards higher
enrichnment in 2019.

And then after we killed Kassam Sol ei mani, they did
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nothing at all for nost of 2020 is that right?

General Kurilla: They -- it was a higher |evel of
deterrence after that.

Senator Cotton: Last week on the Intelligence
Commttee, we had our annual worldw de threats briefing and
the director of National Intelligence cited the killing of
Mohsen Fakhri zadeh, a notorious |Iranian nucl ear scientist,

i n Novenber 2020, as the reason Iran accelerated its
enri chment program Do you agree with that assessnent?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | think any talk of the
| ran nucl ear program would be best in a classified setting.

Senator Cotton: | pointed out there is al so sonething
t hat happened in Novenber of 2020 besides the killing of
Mohseh Fakhrizadeh that m ght have enbol dened Iran, and
that was the election of Joe Biden that gave the Irani ans
confidence that they were no | onger going to be held
mlitarily at risk.

Speaking of that tinme frame, | think it was Decenber
of 2020, didn't we face threats to our personnel in Iraq
frommlitias and the Forner President tweeted what he
called sone friendly health advice to the Ayatol |l ahs that
If a single Anerican was harned in Iraq, he would hold them
responsi bl e?

General Kurilla: | amnot famliar with that specific

t weet .
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Senator Cotton: That did happen. It is okay. There
are a lot of them You don't have to be famliar with
every one of them But | also don't think those attacks
happened. So, | think what we can |l earn here whether it's
from Kassi m Sol ei mani or the tanker wars or anything el se,
that the only thing that will deter Iran is the credible
threat of mlitary force.

One final question, | know you have added Israel to
your ACR, and you right in your statenment that you readily
partner today with Arab militaries and the |Israel Defense

Force alike. 1In fact, the inclusion of Israel presents

many col | aborative and constructive security opportunities.

One of the opportunities | see is having Israeli Air
Force personnel training alongside Anerican personnel on
KC-46 tankers, which we expect to be providing themin the
future, and that is training that we can provide them so
they will be ready to operate those aircraft as soon as
t hey get them

Do you think that would be what you call a
col  aborative and constructive opportunity between the
United States and Israel ?

Ceneral Kurilla: | think when they get closer to
getting their aircraft, starting to train those pilots so
they can retain that training and go right into the

execution of operating them
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Senator Cotton: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
H rono, please.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
like to turn to another part of your mssions. |In both
Central Command and in Africa Command, U.S. diplonmatic
efforts are -- diplomatic efforts are at the forefront of
your mssions. The mlitary-to-mlitary engagenent is one
very inportant aspect of your responsibilities, but your
organi zations are just one part of a whole of Governnent
appr oach.

Ceneral Langley, | note your teamis work in
I npl enenting the 2017 Wonen Peace and Security Act. Amd
the many extrem st threats in both of your areas of
operations, it is nore inportant than ever, as far as |I am
concerned, to work for equality for wonmen and girls around
the world. GCenerals, how are your comrands supporting and
protecting wonen and girls in your AOR?

CGeneral Langley: Senator, thanks for that question.
As Wnen's Peace and Security Act passed in 2017, | have
seen from afar what AFRICOM has started to do. W didn't
wait for the plan or the construct over years.

CENTCOM - - excuse ne, AFRICOM got after it. | saw
this, you know, because | was at CENTCOM and | was at the

J5, and we got out there as well at that tine. But how far
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t hat CENTCOM that CENTCOM and AFRI COM has gone in the vein
of the intent of wonen's peace and security -- Senator,
would like to just make note, we have it -- we have been to
our Africa canpaign plan to effect in working wth the
Departnment of Defense to finish out the construct.

But we just didn't -- we didn't wait for the word to
go. Just for your information, Senator, across the Horn of
Africa, our JTF, we have a Major General Shawl ey, and she
Is affected that in every exercise that we do all the way
down from Dji bouti down to Kenya.

And even her, Valerie Jackson, Brigadier General, the
United States Marine Corps, as they work with other
countries, they get it. President Assad Shei k Mohamred
sees a representation of our talent base in our mlitary
and in our US mlitary, that 50 percent of the talent
base are wonen, and they are showing that it is effective.

And it is -- and for partners on the African
continent, they realize that. So, it is changing culture.

Senator H rono: Ceneral, | think we have to be very
i ntentional about the support we provide to wonen and
girls, because wherever there is instability, and certainly
both of your AORs are characterized by what | would cal
instability, wonen and girls are the ones who bear the
brunt of the challenges. General Langley, would you Ilike

to add to what General Kurilla said? Because you are doing
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a, | would say, a pretty good job.

General Kurilla: M am|l think--

Senator Hi rono: Pl ease.

General Kurilla: M am | think you are referring to
me on that. So, the -- | value the program

Senator Hrono: | amsorry. Yes, | was referring to
you, Ceneral Langley. Go ahead.

Ceneral Langley: Yes, Senator. And so, in execution,
as we work with even in the West in our exercises, we
ensure that we do represent and within the spirit and a
letter of intent, of the Act of WPS, that we -- that our
partners ensure that their culture is changi ng and wonen
and girls get neaningful opportunities within the overall
governance and society.

And that is why | brought up Major General Shaw ey as
she makes her travels across. They see that America gets
It and they start to get it as well. It is very
conpel I i ng, Senator.

Senator H rono: Thank you. General Langley, further
guestion for you. You noted in your testinony the climte
as a challenge in Africa. Can you describe the
destabilizing inpact of clinmate change on African nations
and what we can do to counter this inpact, or these
| npact s?

CGeneral Langley: Absolutely, Senator. That is a

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50

driver of instability, especially with irregular patterns
across the Sahel. W are seeing that. Across a whole of
Gover nnment approach as | work wth USAID, | woul d say | ust
nore flexibility, trying to predict where the effects are
going to go.

W need to stay ahead of this. And that is why
Adm ni strator power is action for non-humanitarian actions,
so she can nove resources, so we can address the effects of
climate change, because it is hard to predict. Even the
USAI D bei ng an evi dence-based organi zation can't predict
where the next, two years out, where the next atrocity is
going to happen as a result of clinmate change.

So there needs to be flexibility across State
Department and USAID, then backed up by mlitary, by
buil ding a capability, adaptability within our partners and
our mlitary so they can go out and assist the affected
people as a result of clinmate change.

Senat or H rono: Thank you. M. Chairman, | am
particularly interested in what we are doing to counter
climate change inpacts in Africa, because | agree that this
is a very destabilizing situation. So, | will continue to
pursue inquiries along these |ines. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Senator
Rounds, pl ease.

Senator Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. Centlenen,
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first of all, thank you both for your service to our
country and to your teans as well. A question for both of
you.

Wth regard to our country's refocus with regard to
the threat that we see fromboth the other nmajor powers in
the world, specifically China, Russia to sone degree as
wel |, what inpact has that had in terns of the discussion
and the clear evidence that we have turned fromliterally
nore than 20 years of fighting terrorismto where we are
now focusing on this major power conpetition.

What is the inpact in terns of the countries within
your AORs, and how are they perceiving the United States
interest in your regions of the world? GCeneral Kurilla.

CGeneral Kurilla: So, Senator, we are concer ned.
Again, as | said, this is about a race between integration
with our partners and Chi nese penetration into the region.
There has been a significant increase both in their
econom ¢ $460 billion in infrastructure devel opnent in the
| ast five years, $2.6 trillion in trade.

And really, we see their mlitary capability where
they are trying to sell mlitary equi pment and foreign
mlitary sales. |In the last 10 years, we have seen a 30
percent decline in the U S., but an 80 percent increase in
Chinese on foreign mlitary sales. And when they buy a

Chi nese system we cannot integrate it into our systens.
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Senat or Rounds: Ceneral Langl ey.

Ceneral Langley: Senator, you know, as Eric just
alluded to, we had the sane effects on the continent as
well, as far as investnents by -- froma mlitary
standpoint, both the PRC and Russia. And, you know, how we
partner -- that really segways into the main issue as far
as how sl ow our 333 programof our arm train, and equip
our partners. So, they do know that they have choi ces.

Now, as we saw down in South Africa, they want to show
the world that they have choices and that is why they had
Mosi Il exercise. But up in our partners in the Qulf of
Qui nea region, they are pressurized by all kinds of -- by
extrem st organi zations threatening their borders.

And they cone in, they asked, and they said, hey, you
know, Ceneral Langley, we don't want your boots on the
ground. W want your equipnent. W need help so we can
put up a good fight and take care of these violent
extrem st organi zation across all the affiliates.

But as slow as our processes are, we have 333 and al so
332, our other Title 10 authorities is noving to sl ow,
Senator. Just noving too slow, and they nake the wong
deci si ons.

Senator Rounds: Let's dive into that just a little
bit nore for both of you. The foreign mlitary sales, or

FMS, is a critical part of our foreign policy. It requires
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not just the availability but also the approval process.
Coul d each of you share with ne your opinion about the
approval process and whether or not there needs to be a
nore expedited process in order to allow us to continue
with FM5? General Kurilla.

General Kurilla: Senator, they say about 95 percent
of all FMS goes according to plan. 5 percent doesn't. 80
percent of those 5 percent are in the CENTCOM AOR. The
chall enge we have is the tine it takes to get equipnment to
our partners.

And there is, you know, the DOD, Departnent of State,
Congress, and industry all have a role in that. But what
China does is they cone in, they open their entire catal og,
t hey give them express shipping, they give themno end user
agreenent, and they give themfinancing, which at the end
of the day can end up being sone type of predatory
f i nanci ng.

But they are nuch faster to need, and our security
partners have real security needs and we are | o0sing our
ability to provide our equipnment so that it can integrate
into the region.

Senator Rounds: They would prefer to have our
equi pnent, wouldn't they?

General Kurilla: Absolutely. So, when you buy U S

equi pnent, you buy -- you get the quality, you get the
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buyi ng into the bureaucracy, right now

Senat or Rounds: They just can't get it because of our
bureaucratic processes is delaying the delivery of that
product. If it is available, it is still a bureaucratic
ness to get it there.

General Kurilla: There is sone that goes very fast
and sone that goes very, very sl ow.

Senat or Rounds: Ceneral Langl ey.

CGeneral Langley: Absolutely, Senator. W see that
just all along, and | fully concur with Eric about our
training and the capacity is nore of a quality. But the
sense of urgency, especially in Wst Africa, across the
Sahel, across Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire and Benin, and Togo,

t hey need equi pnent. They need weapons now.

So even with our significant security cooperation
Initiatives, that process is not any faster. It is
designed to be faster, so they nake choices, and they nmake
the wong choices in siding wwth -- going with either PRC
or Russia for especially lethal aid.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Senat or
Warren, please.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. So, the

Bi den Adm ni strati on announced | ast week that it is
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requesting $842 billion for the Pentagon budget. It is one
of the | argest budget requests ever.

Despite this already massive nunber, every year DOD
pushes to get even nore noney by using unfunded priority
lists or what | call wish lists that don't go through the
ot her budgeting screens. The services and Conbat ant
Commands ask Congress for billions nore in funding for
prograns fromthese |ists.

O her Federal agencies have to bal ance their nust
haves and their nice to haves, but DOD doesn't. |nstead,
it ganes the system by submitting a second list of itens
that they want so that their budget can grow even bigger.
| know that there are coll eagues on both sides of the aisle
who are concerned about this and want to see this practice
st op.

Last year, both your predecessors at AFRI COM and
CENTCOM submitted these wish lists. So, what | am asking
today i s about whether you plan to do the sanme. General
Langl ey, AFRI COM requested an additional $353.6 nillion in
unfunded priorities |ast year.

In its subm ssion, AFRICOM argued that if sonme of
t hese prograns weren't funded, it would result in,
"unacceptable risk." So, nmy question is, this year wll
AFRI COM be putting all of its priority projects, if it is

that inmportant, if it is putting us at unacceptable ri sk,
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will you put that into your base budget request?

Ceneral Langley: Senator, and just be transparent, |
wll be submitting an unfunded priority list and here is
why. Because of the enmerging threats. Wen President
Bi den directed us back in last May to return to our
persi stent presence in Sonalia, and | took command a few

nmont hs after that.

And | asked, being a forner programmer, | said, okay,
what is the fully burdened cost? | need to communicate to
Congress what the fully burdened costs. | need to

comruni cate to the Departnment first.

And | did that. | did that after budget submttal to
-- fromthe services to the Departnent. So that energing
cost was inforned by the risk that we have --

Senator Warren: So, you are telling ne that this
request, the ink is not dry on the budget request from
Congress and fromthe President, and you are already saying
that you know that it is not enough.

And | want to rem nd you about energing threats. DOD
al ready has transfer and reprogramm ng authorities to deal
with emerging threats. You have the ability to conme back
to Congress if you can justify an energing threat.

We have a panel |ooking at whether or not there are
nore changes that are needed. But these unfunded priority

|ists are just another way to ganme the system If it is a

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

57

priority to cover sonething like this, then | think you
shoul d be covering it.

So, are you telling ne that the only things that wl|
be on your unfunded priority list are things you couldn't
have known about when you subm tted your budget?

General Langley: Senator | -- even ny predecessor
al so put the other piece of that cost on there on ISR W
never had enough.

Senator VWarren: | amnot hearing a yes or no. Are
you telling nme that your unfunded budget priority list wll
have nothing on it except things that you could not have
known about when you subm tted your budget?

General Langley: There is a persistent threat that we
have to account for. So, on that, on the list it wll
i ncl ude that.

Senator Warren: That is what your budget is for,
accounting for the persistent threat. Let ne ask Ceneral
Kurilla the sane. Last year, CENTCOM submtted a request
for $35 million in its unfunded priority list. Are you
pl anning to submt a wish |ist again this year?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | am But on |ast year's,
| am the one who signed |ast year. That was for the
Massi ve Ordnance Penetrator for heavy, deeply buried
targets. | do not have procurenent dollars in ny baseline

budget, that is why | requested it.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Senator Warren: So, what you are really telling nme is
that this unfunded priority list is just a way to say |
need a bi gger base budget.

General Kurilla: | don't have that col or of noney,
Senator, to ask to request that. But what | what | do as a
Commander is | mtigate risk and I go through ny priorities
and the mssions | have, and then when | have any risk |eft
over, by the law, I will submt per the UPL.

Senator Warren: You know, |ook, | appreciate this --
you all know | have raised this issue before. If we are
going to have a budget, we ought to have a budget. And
there is no reason that DOD shouldn't be able to work
within the budgeting process |ike every other part of
Gover nnent .

| amout of tinme on this, but I amgoing to be
submtting nore questions for the record, M. Chairman, on
what these commands are doing to prevent civilian harm
DOD is on the right path, but I remain concerned about
whet her or not we are getting accurate and honest
reporting. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Senator
Mul I'i n, please.

Senator Mullin: Thank you, M. Chairman. And thank
you both for being here. GCeneral Kurilla, | just want to

personally tell you how nmuch | appreciate your service.
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Upon readi ng nore about you, | was even nore

| npressed. Any of us that have been in situations |ike you

were in Mdsul. And being able to keep your head in the
fight after being shot three tines and still be able to
direct fire, I comrend you for that.

That is while it should be conmon, everyone in front
of you or, and behind you knows that is not always conmon.
So, thank you for doing that. | want to tal k about
Af ghanistan a little bit. The Anerican w thdrawal from
Kabul in 2021, as you know, was a conplete disaster. And
it brought in systematic failures fromthe top down across
multiple agencies. But it is not enough to just say this
was a di saster and nove on.

Li ves were | ost and our posture on the world stage has
been forever changed. As you reach one year in your
current position, can you explain what you have learned in
the aftermath of the Afghanistan w thdrawal and how we can
prevent these types of failures noving forward?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, just for clarity,
specifically about the w thdrawal or overall?

Senator Mullin: The |lessons we | earned fromthe
wi t hdrawal , and how we can prevent this from happeni ng
again, and how this has changed your position.

General Kurilla: So, in ternms of the actual

wi t hdrawal , one of the top | essons we |earned is the
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i nportance of partners' access, basing, and overflight. W
woul d not have been able to execute the actual execution of
the withdrawal wi thout all of our partners that we have in
the M ddle East --

Senator Mullin: | think executing would be a hard
word to say.

Ceneral Kurilla: It would not have been possible, at
the scale at which we did it, without our partners who
provi ded the access, basing, and overflight. | think one
of the other big lessons learned initially, it was just the
m ssion was given to CENTCOM It becane a five Conbat ant
Command m ssion, and then also with our partners, bringing
themall into that planning session.

Senator Mullin: Do you think people should be held
accountable fromthat w thdrawal ?

General Kurilla: | think anybody should be held
accountable if there is a failure in sonething.

Senator Mullin: You know, as you know, there was a
tit for tat going on between a couple of people during that
whol e situation. GCerald Mackenzie, Ceneral Donoghue. |
found mysel f caught in the mddle of that as we were trying
to get -- out with the teamthat | was part of. At the day
we did end up getting over 300 Anericans out. But it
wasn't fromthe assistance of our Governnent.

In fact, | found that it was easier to work for the
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Tal i ban because | knew the price, | was going to have to
pay for each one, than it was to get themout dealing with
it, unfortunately, us. |In fact, Anbassador Pommershei m
that was over Tajikistan literally told me, M. Millin, |
was told not to assist you or your group in any way.
Unfortunately, it cost the life of a three-year-old young
girl.

And at the sane tine, | see no one, not a single
person held accountable. |In fact, CGeneral Donahue is now
over 18th Airborne. The irony of that is he is |ooking
over Europe now and deterrence in Europe. GCeneral
Mackenzie retired. No one in the State Departnent has been
hel d accountable. What does that say to our partners?

Qur partners that lost lives. | was with H's Hi ghness
i n UAE and he was even upset about it. He said that if
America is willing to walk away fromthe billions of
dollars that they spent in Afghani stan, what does that say
about our region?

And he went on to say that | fight, him his Royal
Hi ghness fought in Afghanistan, his two sons fought in
Af ghani stan, and every single soldier that they |ost, he
visited their house personally. And yet we pulled out,
| oss of lives of -- that didn't have to be lost. Not to
mention our 13 soldiers, Marines. And no one, not a single

person, has been held accountable. You think that is
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ri ght?
General Kurilla: Wll, Senator, if | could. | have

great respect. And I have known Frank MKenzie and Chris

Donahue - -
Senator Mullin: | know you do. | amvery famliar
with the relationship. It doesn't nake any differences

underneath their comand, and no one was hel d account abl e.

In fact, the only person that was chasti sed about it
was the one Col onel that came out and chastised the
wi t hdrawal nechani sm and how dare him speak out negative
about something. | get it. | get the chain of conmand.

| remenber he broke protocol. But don't you think
soneone -- you cannot sit here and tell ne that that was
successful withdrawal. Don't you think that soneone shoul d
be hel d accountable? It was an absol ute di saster.

General Kurilla: Senator, | served five years in
Af ghani stan every year from 2009 to '14.

Senator Mullin: | know | amaware of it.

General Kurilla: | amvested in there.

Senator Mullin: So aml.

CGeneral Kurilla: The actual thing. | was not part of
the --

Senator Mullin: | know

General Kurilla: -- force provider. But |I would say

t hat the execution --
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Senator Mullin: You were there before Donahue and you
cane back. You know it intimately. | amjust asking you,
once again, shouldn't soneone be held accountable. |If
sonmeone i s bel ow your conmand, and they went through this,
and they had an absol ute disaster like this, |osing
Marines. Don't you think soneone at that point would be
hel d account abl e?

Ceneral Kurilla: | think it is an absolute travesty
that we | ost those 13 Marines at Abbey Gate --

Senator Mullin: But you don't think anybody shoul d be
hel d account abl e?

General Kurilla: | don't know if accountability has
been assigned to anyone, Senator.

Senator Mullin: WelIl, you know, it hasn't. | nean,
get what you are saying, but you know there hasn't. At
some point, we have got to -- our adversaries and our
allies are both taking a look at this and we | ook weak.

And | know you are dealing with this and we are
dealing with this. And it is tine for soneone to be held
accountable. And what | amlooking for is your help and
your assistance in noving forward. W got to right this
wong. Wth that, | yield back. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Mullin. This issue
of accountability is a serious one, but it wuld take in a

20-year history of the struggle in Afghanistan. And based
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on the operation, NEO was one of the nost difficult
operations, General Kurilla. Evacuating over 120,000
peopl e was sonething | think was remarkable. Wuld you
concur ?

General Kurilla: | absolutely agree. Again, | think
t he execution of bringing the people out was done very
effectively in terns of the nunbers. W would not have
been able to do the nunbers.

Chairman Reed: Thank you. Senator Kelly, please.
Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. General
Langl ey, good to see you again. Thank you for being here.

As you know, | recently returned froma bipartisan
CODEL to Africa, where | had the opportunity to travel
across the continent to Niger, Zanbia, South Africa,
Morocco, Botswana, Cote d'Ivoire, and had conversations
with a |ot of experts, senior |eaders on a wide variety of
topics that we care about, including food security,
conservation efforts, critical mnerals and defense.

And while we, the United States, is doing a | ot of
great work across the continent, | worry that it is not
wel | known that we are providing this. At the sane tine,
It is clear that China and Russia have a | ot of influence
in Africa. This concerns ne a lot. And | know it does
concern you, too.

| nmean, Africa has strategic inportance to us for a
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nunber of reasons, including that many critical mnerals
that our defense industry requires are mned in Africa.
And this is sonething that China knows and they have begun
to exploit.

You know, |ast year, Senator Cotton and | introduced
t he Reshore Act to reduce our reliance on China for these
critical mnerals. But the inportant work on securing U S
supply chains need to continue.

So, Ceneral Langley, what are you seeing in Africa
wWith respect to China's mning activities and their
i nfrastructure devel opnent ?

Ceneral Langley: First of all, Senator, thanks for
t hat question. And thank you for going on the CODEL, as |
saw i n Muni ch when you were on your way down there. That
that really matters. That shows -- those are assurance
actions of our nation's | eadership going on to the
continent, and | thank you for that.

And it pressurizes and it makes -- causes hesitation in
countries that are thinking about picking the PRC or even
Russia as their partner of choice, because those are
assurance actions that matter and resonate.

Yes, | agree, we are not telling our story well enough.
And that is why, you know, when the CODEL cane through
right after I took command on their way to the continent,

t hey asked what was bei ng done on the continent. Show us
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-- we know what the PRC is doing, their investnents.

Show us what we do. And that is why | provided a bl ue
map just to show our investnents. So, all that falls into
coll ectively across our whol e of Governnent approach as |
engage across the interagency and al so State Departnent,
USAI D, how we can be able to coalesce this into actions
t hat resonate.

Senator Kelly: General, can you talk a little bit
about what China is doing and how it is inpacting countries
that we have had relationships with. You know, | don't
want to, you know, |lead you into, but | amreally
Interested in the negative inpact that China's mning and
i nfrastructure activities have had on the continent.

General Langley: Yes, Senator. So, yes, | also
provided to the foreign actor reliance on the African neta
stores, and that is a very conpelling story.

So, for econom c reasons and al so how t hey go about
striking deals with sone of the countries on sone of our
critical assets for not only for our rare earth mnerals
that feed into our clean energy, but also into the mlitary
side, as well as our high technical type of our arsenal and
equi pnent .

China is trying to harvest that. So, it is their
engagenent with countries laid out on the slide, the | ast

slide we have, on the critical reliance on foreign
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mnerals. This is our new econony. This is going to be a
bi g demand as we start to nodernize our forces and China
realizes that.

So those are actions they are trying to take on the
illustrated countries that we have hi ghlighted on here.

So, yes, it is a strategic consequence that we need to be
able to face and in turn to these countries to ensure that
t hey have a partner of choice.

Senator Kelly: General, how do we do a better job
telling our story? Because you got China in there making
bad deals, building bad infrastructure. This isn't good
for, you know, the African nations. You know, at the sane
time, the Russians have Wagner in there supporting, you
know, essentially, you know, terrorism Wat can we do to
better tell our story on the African continent?

CGeneral Langley: Senator, illumnate and anplify. |
saw a good story this norning in the press about the
Kenyans have gone to the street tired of sone of the stuff
that the PRCis doing for them how they are taking
advant age of their econony and taking advantage of their
envi ronnment .

News stories |ike that resonate. They change i deas.
| guarantee you the rest -- if it happened in Kenya, is
happening all across the continent of Africa, and people

read these stories and it resonates. People are taking
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action.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, General. And M. Chairmn,
| will have a couple of questions for the record. Thank
you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Senator
Scott, please.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. The -- first, |
agree with Senator Mullin that we need to have sone way to,
you know, hol d peopl e accountable for what happened in
Af ghani st an.

So, | have had a bill that would have a bipartisan
commttee that would investigate exactly what happened
there. | want to thank the mlitary for what they did, but
t he decisions that were made don't seemto make nmuch sense.

What does the Anerican public not know about China
that if they knew woul d change -- because | assune you
spend a | ot of your tinme thinking about what China is doing
all over the world.

So, what does the Anerican public need to know about
China that they don't know right now that nmaybe woul d
i npact, would have a positive inpact on inpacting their
ability to spend the resources to inpact Africa anywhere in
the worl d? For both of you.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, so | would go to what one

of the chiefs of defense told ne. He says, you have no
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i dea how nmuch they have cl osed the gap on you and your
technology. And this is soneone who is buying Chinese
equi pnent .

| also think that the Anmerican public don't have an
under st andi ng of how nuch they have penetrated into the
M ddle East in terns of their diplomatic, informational,
mlitary, and their economc instrunents of national power.

Senator Scott: General Langley.

CGeneral Langley: Senator, | agree with ny good friend
Eric here. China, we have enjoyed for a nunber of years a
deci sive overmatch. But that gap is closing because of
Chi na's advancenents or stealing our technol ogy, you nane
iIt. How they are -- the procedures they are executing to
cl ose that gap

That is what has ne concerned. And even in the
econom c realm as they are trying to harvest a lot of the
critical mnerals on the continent of Africa, all that
falls into thembeing able to, froman econom c standpoint,
to actually try to close the gap on that decisive overmatch
as wel | .

And then al so changing the international order and
I nternational systemas they try to get sone of the African
countries to vote or abstain, sonething that is not al ong
social norms or the right thing to do in voting, especially

with mning or other things that -- or humanity, or human
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rights, because they conmit sonme of those atrocities back
in China or sone activities they do in Hong Kong.

So just changing the econom c system So, in those
three areas is where it is nost pressing of the list of the
activities of the PRC

Senator Scott: So, if elected | eaders spend nore tine
expl ai ning exactly what China was doing with the end result
that every Anmerican would call out China for their hunman
rights violations or stop buying their products or not
putting their devices on our phones.

Wuld that, you think that would inpact their ability
to do the bad -- you know, to spend their noney on the
resources to counteract our mlitary, not be able to go
into places around the world and | end noney at unreasonabl e
terns?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | think education is very
| nportant that people understand what China is doing.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, |I think it wll inpose
costs on themas well that they will have to reckon with

Senator Scott: Yes. General Kurilla, what is the
opti mal cooperation you envision anong U.S., Israel, and
t he Arabi an, or Abraham Accords nenbers? Is it air
def ense? What woul d you hope out of that?

General Kurilla: So, | think there are several areas,

Senator, that we can do. So, the Abraham Accords are al so
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economc, and | think that is going to -- the economc
benefit you get in ternms of job creation also is a --
reduces instability and sone of the Abraham Accords
countries. W do have, we tal ked about M ddle East air
defense. W tal ked about maritine security and cyber
defense as wel | .

Senator Scott: General Langley, you tal ked about what
I s happening in Kenya. On top of the public being up in
arnms about what is going -- what China is doing, are the
governnents pushing back at all in Africa?

General Langley: Senator, that is part of the
probl em because what they invest in, and when they strike
t hese deals, they are striking the deals for nostly
autocratic or authoritarian type of governance. Those of
denocraci es have a voi ce because they know that the people
are watching. So, | think it really nmatters what
particular country that they are pressurizing.

Senator Scott: General Kurilla, do you have the
resources and personnel that you need to conduct your
counterterrorismmssion that is laid out in the National
Def ense Strategy?

Ceneral Langley: So, Senator, we are currently
bal ancing the m ssions that we have with the resources we
get. And | amadjusting risk every day dynamcally with

the resources that | have. | amrequesting the additional
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t asks.

Senat or Scott: And what you requested is adequate?

CGeneral Langley: The -- what | have requested is
adequate, and then it is up to the allocation of those
resources in accordance with the national defense
priorities.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Thank you, Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Scott.
Senat e Rosen, pl ease.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Reed. Appreciate
It. Appreciate you holding this hearing. And | woul d
really like to thank Generals Kurilla and Langley for your
service and for being here today. And | amjust going to
kind of get right into it about Iranian aggression, of
course, top of everyone's m nd.

So, Ceneral Kurilla, the Pentagon estimtes that
hundreds of Anerican troops have been killed by Irani an
backed mlitias in lraq and Afghani stan, yet lran's regine
has never been hel d accountable for orchestrating attacks
agai nst Anericans. The nen and wonmen who gave their |ives
are taken by these state forces. There are thousands of
famlies there without their |oved ones as a result.

And so today, Iranian aligned mlitias, they are

increasingly targeting U S. installations, service nenbers
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in Ilrag and Syria via rocket and drone attacks. On a
regul ar basis, we know Iran, the world's | eading state
sponsor of terrorism is threatening the U S. and our
allied interests in the Mddle East and around the world
again via both direct attacks and al so through their
support for Hezbollah and the Islam c Republic's other
terrorist proxies.

So, could you discuss in this setting sone specific
threats the Iranian aligned mlitia groups pose to the U S
and our coalition forces? And what can we do to
proactively not just defend agai nst them what can we do to
proactively maybe push them back?

CGeneral Kurilla: Thanks, Senator, for the question.
So, again, lran is the nunber one malign actor in the
M ddl e East. The |atest attack we just had was | ess than
60 hours ago on one of our bases in Syria that we know t hat
was Iranian aligned mlitia groups that conducted this
attack.

We do see the threat that we face fromthemare from
rockets, from unmanned systens that are increasingly |onger
range and nore accurate. Just in January, we had three
UAVs attack our base in on Al -Tanf garrison in Syria.

That was Iranian drones that did that. So, we do see
that across the region, and al so against our allies and

partners, whether that was fromthe Houthis com ng out of
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Yermen agai nst Saudi Arabia and the UAE, or from Lebanese
Hezbol | ah agai nst Israel, or fromelenents com ng out of
Irag and Syria against Iranian aligned mlitia groups.

What we can do is it is going to take a whol e of
Gover nnment approach to be able to go after this problem
set. It is not just a mlitary solution.

Senator Rosen: So, we can work with you on the
resources we need to take care of that. Because | want to
get to sonething we talked about a little bit earlier, Task
Force 59 and sone other interesting things we are doing,
but really, Israel's transfer to CENTCOM It is now within
your area of responsibility.

And it is ny sincere hope that this realignnent is
going to potentiate even greater mlitary cooperation
between the U.S. and our shared goals, as well as greater
cooperati on between our Arab and Israeli partners, as we
see wth things Iike the Abraham Accords com ng forward.

So, | know that | am pleased to see the increasing
pace of joint exercises between the U S., Israel, Arab
partners. And so can you tell us alittle bit about the
progress you have nade in advancing the integration of
| srael into your nmultilateral maritine partnerships, |ike
the very exciting task force, the devel opnent they are
doi ng.

| was able to | earn about themwhen | recently visited
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General Kurilla: So, thank you, Senator. W think it
Is going very well with the integration of Israel into the
CENTCOM AOR, including our exercises and our training as
well. We did have a bilateral exercise called Juniper Qak
that we just did in January, which was the | argest exercise
W th 142 aircraft that we participated with themin
January.

When you tal k about Task Force 59, that is our
Maritime Security Innovation Task Force. |s an unmanned
and under sea unmanned vessel task force, where we basically
are enhanci ng the manned platforns that we have.

So, one police car -- one destroyer in the Red Sea is
t he equi val ent of one police car patrolling the state of
California. Wen we take a bunch of unmanned pl atforns
| i ke sail drones and ot her unmanned surface vessels and
under sea vessels, they act as a series of indications and
warnings wth sensors out there in a nesh network.

They can feed it back into a structured dat abase that
then we run algorithns against to hel p us nmake deci si ons.
I's that nornmal behavi or, abnornmal behavior, to then use our
manned platforns better to be able to get after the problem
set.

Senator Rosen: | amgoing to -- hopefully you wll

come and show us all a briefing on what you are doing
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there. It is pretty exciting. But in the few seconds |
have | eft, we are talking about the region integrated air
m ssil e defense, naval maritinme partnerships.

How i s CENTCOM reassuri ng our regional partners that
the U S is really coomtted to regional stability and
security? Wien we were there | eading the Abraham Accords
caucus del egation when | was there, this was the nunber one
t hi ng people wanted to know. Are we commtted to the
region? How are you show ng themthat?

CGeneral Kurilla: | spend 50 percent of ny tinme in the
region. W have a series of exercises and training events.
So last 41 training and exercises that we do nultilateral
and bilateral, and that is the way we are trying to build
up our partner capacity with themby integrating theminto
the systens that we have as wel|.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | see ny tine is up, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Rosen.
Senator Budd, please. Oh, excuse ne, Senator Tuberville
has arrived. Senator Tuberville.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
General s, thanks for being here, and thanks for your
service. You have got your hands full. General Kurilla,

I n your organization, Task Force 59, has had sone great

success buil di ng unmanned systens. | amfamliar with one

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7

of their platforns, Saildrone.

It seens |ike these systens have a | ot of potenti al
for both CENTCOM and the Navy, and it is encouraging to see
your conmand taki ng advantage of cutting-edge technol ogy
comrercial sector. What do you think has contributed to
t he success of Task Force 59 work with systens |ike
Sai | dr one?

General Kurilla: | think what is successful is the
people. It is the people that we hire that are innovative
and creative and critical thinkers. And when we push these
systens into their hand, they are using themin ways that
we never thought possible. A lot the systens in the
unmanned and the undersea that we use, they are used for
commerci al fishing.

When fishernmen go out, they are not going out to find
fish, they are going out to catch fish. And so, we use a
| ot of these systens with their integrated sensors.

| think Saildrone initially was an environnent -- was
used for maritinme oceanographic capabilities, and we have
turned that into sonething they can act as indications and
war nings with the sensors that are on it.

Senat or Tuberville: Yes, we alnost |ost a couple a
couple of Saildrones. | think Iran tried to | oad a couple
on one of their ships. Ws that during your --

General Kurill a: It was.
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Senator Tuberville: Yes. How did that go out?

General Kurilla: W got him back.

Senat or Tuberville: You got them back? Good. Well,
that is good to know. At one tine, we had 60 bal |l oons over
Kabul , Afghanistan. Qur ISRis very limted. How
confident are you in the intelligence you have to see new
threats rising fromthe Tali ban?

CGeneral Kurilla: So currently our intelligence has
degraded since we are no longer in Afghanistan. | believe
we can see the broad contours of an attack. Sonetines we

| ack the granularity to see the full picture. And we are

working to close that gap with our alternative airborne ISR

and sone of our other intelligence that we are working to
penetrate into those networks.

Senat or Tuberville: It seened |like for sone reason
this Adm nistration is going to accept Iran devel oping a
nucl ear weapon. If Iran does devel op a nucl ear weapon of
mass destruction, which the United States spent trillions
trying to keep out of the hands of dictators in the Mddle

East, how will that scranble your ACR?

General Kurilla: It would change it overni ght and
forever.

Senator Tuberville: General Langley, | am aware of
several vacancies in key diplomtic posts. | was in South

Africa recently. China is there daily, trying to nove in.
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s that inportant to you, the diplonatic post being filled?
Ceneral Langley: Senator, absolutely it is. It
bui |l ds capacity. As | talk about the 3-D construct, having
full-fl edged bol stered capacity at our diplomatic posts is

essential and it nakes a difference of us being able to
mai ntai n our partnership and capacity. Moreover, ensuring
our strategic access.

Senat or Tuberville: Could you talk a little bit about
South Africa and what you have done since you have been
there, your relationship that you have made and what you
see conm ng from China, and maybe even Russi a?

General Langley: Senator, | haven't been to South
Africa yet. | will be going there in the com ng nonths.
But right now, what | amreally concerned about is Msei
1, that exercise, that naval exercise. That was just a
nmessagi ng canpai gn by the Russian Federation and al so by
the PRC. So, | have been having discussions with
Anmbassador Brigety down there and saying, what is South
Africa' s story?

South Africa, they are -- they have been a good
partner. W are building that relationship, but they don't
want to be pressurized in who they choose. So, | have to
use assurance actions to conpel themthat we are the
partner of choice.

Senator Tuberville: Don't you think it is vital that
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we keep China fromovertaking that port there in South
Africa?

General Langley: Absolutely, sir, because as we | ook
at the Cape of Good Hope and | ook at how nmuch transit that
our conmerce goes across, and as also -- it can also be a
power projection point as well. So, we can't ill afford,
froma geostrategi c opposition, allow either the PRC or
even Russia to use that as a platform

Senator Tuberville: Yes, | knowit is not your
purview, but they are trying to do the same thing in
Argentina, you know, which is the point of South Anerica.
And we definitely don't need to | ose those two points --
contacts in ternms of navigation. Thank you. Thank you
very much. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senator Peters, please.

Senat or Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. Cenera
Kurilla, welcone. Good to have you here. |, along with ny
col | eagues on the commttee, have worked to strengthen our
partnership with |srael.

In particular the collaboration and synergi es between
our two countries in the innovation space, | believe
probably has never been greater, and it certainly is an
area that | believe the United States nust do nore to take

advant age of our friendship with |ike-m nded, | guess you
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could call themtechno denocracies that are highly
sophi sticated in that area.

| was proud to sponsor legislation creating a U S.,
| srael Operations Technol ogy Wrking Group to help further
the DOD efforts in that area. And ny question for you is,
i f you could please speak to the strategi c advant age t hat
our relationship with Israel offers in a gl obal environnent
where rapid innovation and the fielding of energing
technol ogies rapidly is absolutely key to our national
security.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator. |Israel is one
of the world |leaders in technology in terns of the
I nnovati on and how to take that to the areas of national
security. | have been over there several tinmes. | have
seen how they are inplenenting that. | do find that the
rel ati onship that we have with themis already bearing
fruits in ternms of that.

| look at that in the counter U S. field where | have
been all the way down fromlron Done, all the way up to the
exoat nospheric Arrow 3. And it is the ability to
understand their technol ogy and be able to proliferate that
as wel | .

Senator Peters: Right. Ceneral, at the end of this
month, we will mark the eighth year of the war in Yenen.

This conflict has been a humanitarian catastrophe for
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hundr eds of thousands of deaths, mllions displaced, and
tens of mllions Yenenis suffering fromboth fam ne and
di sease.

The war has been exacerbated by the role of a proxy
conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran and has been the
peopl e of Yenmen who unfortunately have been the victins and
have suffered as a result of this geopolitical
strategi zing. Congress has been active in ensuring that
U S. support is not the cause for any innocent suffering in
Yenmen.

A June 2022 GAO report regarding civilian inpacts of
US mlitary support for the Saudi coalition provided
reconmendati ons to the DOD on neasures to help mtigate
civilian harm from our support.

So, ny question for you, sir, is has the Departnent
devel oped and i npl enent ed gui dance for reporting any
i ndi cations that U S. nade defense articles were used in
Yemen by Saudi Arabia or the UAE agai nst anythi ng ot her
than legitimate mlitary targets?

General Kurilla: Senator, | am aware of that GAO
report. | have read it. | have seen it. And ny
understanding right nowis the Departnent is worKking
t hrough any inplenentation instructions fromit.

Senator Peters: Very good. Ceneral Langley, drug

trafficking and the cartels profiting fromthat trade are
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wi t hout question a global threat. AFRICOMis certainly not
I mmune to these issues with West Africa in particular now
serving as a popul ar vector for cartels to nove products
fromLatin Anerica to Europe.

The drug trade destabilizes | awful governnents,
underm nes public safety, and provides critical funding and
resources for other transnational crimnal organizations.
So, ny question for you, Ceneral, is what efforts is
AFRI COM nmaking to strengthen the ability of |oca
governnents to conduct counter-narcotics operations and to
attack this insidious trade?

Ceneral Langley: Senator, thanks for asking that
question, because that is of particular concern with our
partners. The @ulf of Guinea is like the wild, wld Wst
of illicit activity, especially the drug trade.

Two exercises that just happened in the past nonth.
hangane Express, Obangane Express is where we -- it had a
nunber of countries that conme together to focus onillicit
activity across the ulf. And the drug trade is one of it.
Smuggling is another. And transiting citizens as well
across that region.

But it is inextricably linked to South Anmerica as
well. So, | work with General Richardson on that, and |
thank this Congress for legislation that gave us $200

mllion to address this issue. But building partnership
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and capacity with African nations, especially in the Gulf
of Cui nea, addresses that issue as they build their
maritinme capacity. But that is also an opportunity for
anot her ask.

Her shel Whody W Ilians and even the Coast Guard when
they bring a cutter in, it nakes a difference. This is
naval diplomacy at its best. |If we can get assignnent to
anot her ship, I wsh | had another Hershey Wody WIIians
to cover the other side of Africa continent. But just
naval activity and bol stering our partners' ability for
their maritine expertise. To build upon that building
capability is essential going forward. Thank you.

Senator Peters: Thank you, Ceneral. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters. And now,
Senat or Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman. Good norni ng,
gentlenmen. | want to thank you both for your |eadership
and your service, particularly your comrands of units in
North Carolina at Fort Bragg and Canp Lejeune. So,
recently returned fromboth of your overseas areas of
responsibility.

A common conplaint fromour allies and our partners is
that the foreign mlitary sales process is overly

conplicated and slow. It is just downright bureaucratic.
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So, in that vein, | have a series of questions.

And if you would, just if you would give ne a sinple
yes or no to the answer, and then at the end hopefully we
will have a little nore tinme and | will give you sone tine
to elaborate. So Ceneral Kurilla, is the current FMS
process fast and fl exi ble enough to neet our foreign
partners' security needs in your respective AORS?

CGeneral Kurilla: |In CENTCOM no.

Senat or Budd: Ceneral Langl ey.

CGeneral Langley: AFRI COM no.

Senat or Budd: Does the transfer of U S. defense
products build our partners' capacity to provide for their
own defense and respond to threats? Ceneral.

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Ceneral Langley: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Budd: G ven the success of Western arns
agai nst Russi an equi pnment in Ukraine, is there an increased
interest in U S. defense products in your AOR?

General Kurilla: There is a very strong interest in
U.S. products.

General Langley: Very strong in Africa as well,

Senat or.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Thank you. |Is China

I ncreasing arns exports to any countries in your AOR?

CGeneral Kurill a.
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CGeneral Kurilla: Yes, Senator.
Senator Budd: Ceneral Langl ey.
Ceneral Langley: Senator, it is kind of flatline
ri ght now.
Senator Budd: But they have been before.
General Langley: They have been before in the past.
Senator Budd: Thanks. |s the United States still the

security partner of choice in your AORS?

General Kurilla: 1t is, Senator.

Ceneral Langley: Absolutely, Senator. It is in
Africa.

Senator Budd: Is the United States at risk of |osing

that security partner of choice status to either China or
Russi a?

CGeneral Kurilla: China is making inroads. | do not
assess Russia is.

General Langley: It is a risk, Senator.

Senator Budd: So, if you -- elaborate that, if you
coul d each explain how FM5S chal | enges are inpacting
strategic conpetition with China and Russia in your AORs.
| f you woul d el aborate on that, please.

General Kurilla: Sure, Senator. So, in the in the
CENTCOM ACR, with the nunber of attacks that we see in
there, our partners have real security needs, and so they

want to have the equi pnent they need fast.
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What China is able to do is cone in very quickly, open
up their catalog, let thempick fromanything init, very
quickly to deliver it. There is no end user agreenent.

But what they don't do is they don't followup with it and
they don't have the training, the expertise, the
sust ai nment, the upgrades.

And what we do find with our partners is when they buy
Chi nese equi pnent, a vast nmajority of it becones non-

m ssi on capable. A year or so after they have that

equi pnrent and we do see a conplaint fromthat. They want
to buy U S. equipnent, but sonetines it is the tineline to
get it that is a hindrance.

Senat or Budd: And the process --

CGeneral Kurilla: The process is what takes the tine
to doit. And there are | know that the Departnent of
Def ense has a Tiger teamto | ook specifically at what the
Departnment of Defense can do to increase it. So, there is
four levers, Departnent of Defense, State, Congress, and
i ndustry. And | know the Departnent of Defense is | ooking
at their |ever.

Senator Budd: Thank you. General Langl ey.

Ceneral Langley: Senator, | have characterized in ny
assessnent since taking command that West Africa is at a
ti pping point. And what | nean is how these extrem st

groups, whether we are tal king about ISIS, Wst Africa, or
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even JNI M or Boko Haram they are all at the door,
especially at the Gulf of Cuinea states.

As | have done ny travels, and | was in Ghana, they
said, we don't want your boots on the ground, but we would
| i ke your equipnment. Al we need, in Ghana all we need to
affect quad initiative, which is a coalition of willing of
states of Togo, Benin, and Cote d'lvoire, but they want
equi pnent .

Before they go across the |ine of departure, they need
equi prent. They want U. S. equi pnent but they know how | ong
it takes. So, there they are considering because these
affiliates are at their back door, they need sonething now.

They want to conme wth us, Senator, but the process is
too slow, and they need to be able to affect a viable
offense to help Cote d' Ivoire -- excuse ne, to affect
Bur ki na Faso save their own country.

So, we are showing a good -- what we would like to
see, partner led, U S. enabled. But we need to step up the
U.S. enabled at this point.

Senat or Budd: You know, that matches conversations
with our allies recently. Can you pl ease di scuss how your
requi renents for Special Qperations Forces has grown, and
what cuts to SOF in strength woul d have on your operations?

General Kurilla: Senator, | rely very heavily on our

Special QOperations Forces in the CENTCOM AOR. They are
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doi ng trenendous work. And any cuts to in the CENTCOM
region would affect nme significantly.

General Langley: It would take the heart out of our
efforts, both in the East and the West wi th our Speci al
Qperati ons Forces of AFRI COMV

Senator Budd: Thank you both. Chairman, | yield
back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Budd.
Senat or Ki ng, please.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. General
Langl ey, we have been having a | ot of discussion today
about China's activities in Africa. |Is there any buyer's
renorse? China has sort of scal ed back on Belt and Road to
sonme extent, and sone of the debt issues are now comng to
the fore. Are there countries in Africa starting to
rethink sone of those commtnents? Buyer's renorse is
probably the best term

Ceneral Langley: Senator, great question. And in |
traverse for that, for any indicators of that, and | |ow
and behold | saw a story this norning out of Kenya. They
have taken to the streets of how Chi na has been taking
advantage of themin the deals that they strike. Now,
there are other indicators across the continent, other
stories of debt trap diplomacy that --

Senator King: They call it debt colonialism
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CGeneral Langley: On, yes, absolutely, Senator.

Senator King: So, let nme followup if that is the
case, and it appears that it is, does this create an
opening for us to be nore active in infrastructure
proj ects, support for devel opnent in these countries, that
we can conme in and show that it can be done in a nmuch nore
efficient and skilled way.

CGeneral Langley: Absolutely, Senator. That we do
have -- that we see that as an opportunity. As we call it,
a consolidated strategic opportunity, and we need to match
it up with key strategic activities.

And whereas we can use a whol e of Governnent approach
we can use Prosper Africa, Digital Africa, and get these
prograns off the ground and going. | know that | have net
wi th, you know, Assistant Secretary Ml |y Phee |ast week
and also, | was over at USAID, and they we have a plan of
action collectively, whole of Governnent to be able to put
it in notion.

Senator King: You use the term whole of Governnent,
and | think the private sector also has to be included in
this in terns of devel opment of resources. You used a
phrase earlier that | noted about the Chinese efforts to
nonopol i ze and get a hold of these rare earths and
m nerals. Forward thinking by the PRC.

W haven't been doing that forward thinking. W have
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allowed themto take control of, for exanple, lithium an
essential elenment for EV batteries. 87 percent of the
process to |ithiumthat goes into EV batteries in this
country conmes from China. And we haven't been doi ng that
forward thinking.

| am suggesting that that is sonething we should start
to think about and it should be a conbi nati on of Governnent
action, but also the private sector. W don't do
everything by the Governnent here.

CGeneral Langley: Senator, that is correct. W don't
tell the good news story enough, and that is why | provided
-- well, this, the blue chart here. But on legislation
passed affect us such as Prosper Africa is al so a nessage
to our private industry to invest in Africa. That is what
| talk about when | talk to the country teans as they are
heavily recruiting back in the U S. for investnent in the
African nations and states.

Senator King: Thank you. General Kurilla, King
Abdul | ah was here about a nonth ago and he said the this
was the nost dangerous nonent in Israeli-Pal estinian
rel ati ons that he woul d seen in decades. G ve nme your
analysis of the status of that. It seens |like it is a very
hei ght ened sense of danger in terns of open conflict.

General Kurilla: Senator, | agree with the statenent

of King Abdullah on that, and we watch this very cl osely.
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We think the conditions are there, the tinder and the
kindling is there, and we don't know what it could take for
what spark to be able to start a larger conflict in the
West Bank.

Senator King: Let ne just ask a sort of parenthetical
guestion. Oten, we get the question about Iran's nucl ear
capacity. In your -- do you have a mlitary analysis of
what a strike, an air strike, a significant substanti al
airstrike on Iran's nucl ear capacity wuld actually -- what
woul d be the inpact of that on their ability to nove toward
a nucl ear weapon?

General Kurilla: | do, Senator, but | best believe
that would be in a classified setting.

Senator King: Okay. Thank you. One other question
i n your ACR about stability, and that is Pakistan, a
nucl ear arned country. They have had a | ot of political
I ssues lately. An assessnent of the stability and | ong-
term prospects for stability in Pakistan.

CGeneral Kurilla: So, they have a, you know, idea what
the mlitary relationship there. | have a great
relationship with the Chief of the Arny Staff, General
Munir. | think the concerns right now in Pakistan are
their budget, their financial situation, the current
political situation, and the counterterrorismsituation as

they see the three key Taliban, Pakistani, the TTP, the
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attacks are significantly increasing with the end of a
cease fire there.

Senator King: Are you confident of their nuclear
security procedures?

General Kurilla: | amconfident of their nuclear
security procedures.

Senator King: Thank you. That may be the first good

news we have heard today. Thank you, CGeneral. Thank you,
gent | enen.
Chai rman Reed: | thank you, Senator King. Senator

Schmtt, please.

Senator Schmitt: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
all for being here. Appreciate it. | want to follow up a
little bit on the question that Senator Scott asked. |
think part of our challenge right nowis, you know, as the
newest or one of the newest nenbers of this commttee, it
has becone very clear to ne that China is an i medi ate
threat, long termthreat, internediate threat.

How are you going to characterize it, Chinais --
shoul d be a very inportant focus of ours. And so, one of
their tools, obviously, that they deploy around the gl obe
Is the debt trap. And | would like for both of you if you
could hel p us conmmuni cate back honme to the fol ks who are
wonderi ng what are the nost pressing needs of the country,

what is the nost concerning thing froma national security
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perspective, how that affects what you guys do, and what
are sone of the nost egregious exanples that you have seen
i n your roles.

General Kurilla: So, Senator, thank you. What | see
again is the penetration economcally where they go in and
they provide infrastructure with the financing that goes
with it, and I can use an exanple in one country where they
went in, they provided infrastructure, and it was al nost
| i ke a ball oon nortgage paynent.

In the peak of the COVID crisis overseas, at the worst
poi nt of their econony in this one country, they cane and
t hey demanded their paynent and it absolutely crushed that
country to do that. And it caused themto see the way that
China does in ternms of their debt trap.

And there are several other exanples also in the
Central Asian states as well. It is inportant to
under st and, though, what China is doing. They are doing it
for their own benefit, not for the other's benefits.

CGeneral Langley: Senator, the sane thing has taken
pl ace on the continent of Africa as well. \Wether in the
vein of death trap diplomacy -- here is the difference that
makes us a partner of choice. W go off aid first,
financing | ast.

Chi na does financing first. And that financing is --

puts at a di sadvantage of those that are asking for the
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funds. Very fewtines will they actually do any type of
aid. So that is the assurance action that it causes our
partner countries on the African continent to side with us.

There is a nunber of initial deals struck in a
menor andum of agreenent in the Belt and Road Initiative
across 40 countries across the continent of Africa. That
Is very conpelling. It hasn't matured yet to actually show
the negative effects. But in aggregate, we do conmuni cate
cautionary tales from signing such agreenents.

Senator Schmitt: 18 nonths ago, |srael was integrated
into CENTCOM and | just wanted to find out how that has
gone. \What your -- is there, you know, fully integrated
into that theater. How you view that?

General Kurilla: It is going exceptionally well and
we view it as a net positive, Senator.

Senator Schmitt: Okay, that is great. | guess
finally, because | have got about a mnute and a half here,
we tal ked about the debt trap, but | think that, you know,
the building of the islands in the South China Sea being
fully weaponi zed with the spy balloon that traversed over
t he, you know, Al aska and the Continental United States, it
has certainly raised awareness, | think, at a point now
t hat we have not seen before.

I think and these are terrible things that have

happened. But | think the Anmerican peopl e now recognize
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the threat that China poses to the United States. And not
just | think, you know, obviously economcally, sone of the
theft froman intellectual property perspective has been
wel | docunmented for a while.

But clearly, as they try to project that strength into
the I ndo-Pacific and the South China Sea, and those isl ands
are fully weaponi zed. Beyond the debt trap that you, you
know, illum nated, what are a couple of other exanples that
you see that maybe nost people don't know about, that
certainly raises a |ot of concerns and the alarmbells are
goi ng of f about how serious China is about gl obal
dom nati on.

Ceneral Langley: Senator, | will focus just on them
trying to change the international order, trying to change
the international system That is very conpelling, and how
t hey engage with African nations on the continent, and how
they vote in the UN General Assenbly. That is an
I ndi cation that they cannot gain a strategi c advant age
unless it is along their norns, what they consider their
nor ns.

Then the econonic piece is very conpelling of how they
are trying to corner the market on what we call sone of the
rare earth mnerals or even resources that are on the
continent of Africa, and how they are trying to stri ke bad

deals with these countries, extracting these resources
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wi t hout the benefit of the African nations. That is a
cautionary tale that needs to be told.

General Kurilla: Senator, we see 19 of 21 countries
In the CENTCOM AOR have signed Belt and Road Initiative
agreenents with China. That is for China' s benefit. W
have al so seen 20 of 21 countries have Huawei contracts in
them They are building smart cities and a lot of this is
for Chi nese advant age.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Schmitt. Senator
Bl unent hal , pl ease.

Senat or Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your extraordinary service to our nation. | want
to focus on the Wagner G oup, which | think is kind of the
el ephant in both of your rooms, so to speak.

| ama strong supporter of designating the Wagner
Group as a foreign terrorist organi zation, which will have
a constructive inpact, | would think, in both of your
commands. Ceneral Langley, if | renenber correctly in your
testinony, you tal k about the price of the Wagner Group in
Africa as being, "the failure of governnment institutions,
the wthdrawal of stalwart security allies, the extraction
of mneral wealth, and | ong-termresource concessi ons and
debt that chip away at Africans' future."

In Ukraine, as we well know, the Wagner G oup poses a
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very severe and imediate threat, not only in Bakhmut but

t hroughout the country. It is probably one of Putin's nost
effective fighting forces right now, a nercenary, nurderous
or gani zat i on.

The argunent that | have heard against it is that
desi gnati ng Wagner as a foreign terrorist organization
conplicates our interests in Africa because governnents
doi ng busi ness wth the Wagner group could suffer sanctions
as a result of that business.

| think that is totally a bogus argunent. | see no
val id reason not to designate Wagner as foreign terrori st
organi zation. Please give ne your views. Ceneral Langl ey,
and then General Kurilla.

General Langley: Thank you, Senator, for asking that
guesti on because | do need to nessage sone of the
atrocities going on with the Wagner Group, not only in the
Central Africa Republic, but also in Mali since this past
summer. And they have been reported on by the UN
mul ti national force there of the atrocities and egregi ous
actions that are taken on the public. This is very
seri ous.

The Wagner G oup, even though we know that to Yevgeny
Prigozhin, everything is about power and profit, but they
are inextricably linked to the Russian Federation. So, the

further they are on -- the nore they are on the continent,
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preyi ng upon fragile governance will be a probl em and
destabilizing across the African continent.

Senat or Blunenthal: So, would you feel they should be
designated as a foreign terrorist organization?

Ceneral Langley: Well, Senator, I will just -- | wll
say this, collectively --

Senator Blunenthal: They are foreign terrorist
organi zation, are they not?

CGeneral Langley: Senator, | think that is -- if we
have a policy representative, you know, | will stay out of
that. And | would like to just focus on what we need as
AFRICOM to be able to do this, and we do it in the
I nformati on space. But across all other -- the rest of the
whol e of Governnment, we do have pressurizing things. And I
can take that into, if you -- or let ne bring this up in

cl osed sessi on.

Senator Blunenthal: O course. Let ne ask you both.
Maybe | can ask CGeneral Kurilla first. Israel is going
t hrough donestic unrest, protests. | have been visited by

a nunber of nenbers of the Israeli mlitary on a nunber of
occasi ons, sone personally, who feel that this unrest is

| npacting their readiness. Do you have any views on that

topi c?
CGeneral Kurilla: So, | talked to the Israeli chief of
defense often. | talked to himyesterday norning. Wat we
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talk about is he is trying to ensure that his mlitary
stays out of the political conversation.

Senator Blunenthal: Do you think that the recent
proposals for changes in their judicial systemis in any
way underm ning their readi ness or preparedness?

General Kurilla: | think as you | ook at the Israel
system they have reserve units and that is where we are
seeing sone of this manifest itself. But |I do not want to
make a statenment really on the judicial system w thout
knowi ng all the facts of what they are doing.

Senator Blunenthal: Let nme ask to follow up, | think
It was Senator Mullin who was aski ng you about our Afghan
at risk allies. | have been a | eading advocate of the
Af ghan Adjustnment Act. | have played a part in trying to
extract the translators, guards, security personnel.

My own son served there in the Marine Corps.

Actual ly, was able to get his translator out of

Af ghani stan. But there are thousands still at risk with
targets on their backs. Having served there repeatedly
Wi th great distinction, are we doi ng enough to get them
out ?

General Kurilla: | think we have a noral obligation
to get those out. Again, we think the nunber is, you know,
| would defer to the State Departnent the exact nunber

The State Departnent works the aspect of getting them out.
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| n-processing, security, and basic life support for them

Senator Blunenthal: | agree totally. W have that
noral obligation. Veterans groups agree steadfastly and
passionately about it. And |I am hoping that not only we
wi |l pass the Afghan Adjustnent Act, but al so take greater
measures to enable themto escape the persecution, torture,
and death that many of themare at ri sk.

General Kurilla: | do applaud our veterans groups
that are doing -- taking that action on as well.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl unent hal
Senat or Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair. And gentlenan,
t hank you very nuch for your service and your | eadership.
General Kurilla, just a few quick questions.

Sonme of this has been covered briefly by a nunber of
ot her Senators, but we do have the great powers that are
out there, very -- putting a ot of pressure on us in Asia
and in Europe. W also have conpeting priorities here at
home. We have got a financial crisis. W have got
Sout hern border issues.

And then the very sobering of fiscal outlook right

now. So, we are entering into an era where being able to
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support defense with everything we have got has really
sl owed down significantly. The belt is tightening and you
have heard concerns today.

So, | know that the NDS has directed the Departnent to
right size your forward mlitary presence in your AOR  And
of course, doing that, accepting prudent risk as necessary.
So how has CENTCOM i nproved the econony of force in your
t heat er ?

CGeneral Kurilla: So, thank you, Senator. CENTCOMi s
85 percent smaller than at the peak in 2008. That was in
the mdst of two conflicts. After the withdrawal from
Af ghani stan, even in 2022, we reduced by 15 percent, post-
Af ghani stan wi t hdr awal .

What we require in CENTCOM i s a sustai nabl e and
sufficient force structure to be able to acconplish the
m ssi ons we have been given. Again, | go back to if there
I's one place that can derail the NDS, it could cone out of
CENTCOMwith a flash point.

Senator Ernst: Yes, | absolutely agree with that. |
know t he President, during the Afghanistan withdrawal, told
us that if we withdrew from Af ghani stan, there would be a
wi ndfall of resources to prioritize China. So, what
resources did this action free up in our budget, and then
how di d DOD rei nvest those?

General Kurilla: | really, Senator, would defer to
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OVMB and t he Departnent of Defense on any cost savings. But
| believe those resources were then noved to against the
hi gher priority of | NDOPACOM and EUCOM

Senator Ernst: Okay. Thank you. And | would be
willing to bet there weren't as many cost savi ngs maybe as
we woul d have thought. But you -- different topic, but you
have heard a | ot of discussion about the Abraham Accords
t oday.

| also ama co-chair with Senator Rosen on the Abraham
Accords caucus. And | amvery proud that our |egislation
on air and m ssile defense cooperation did get passed | ast
year in the NDAA, and it does help our partners with their
security burden.

So, you have talked a little bit about this, but when
you are inplenenting this or trying to inplenent this
i ntegration franmework, what chall enges are you running into
now that we m ght be able to iron out wthout | egislation,
and is there an area where we m ght need | egislation?

General Kurilla: | can tell you where we are right
now. W are naking progress. W are going towards a
shared air picture between a group of countries. And the
chal |l enge we have, though, is if there is Chinese equi pnent
t hat we cannot integrate.

And so, whether that is a radar or whether that is an

actual air defense system we can't let that touch our
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networ k based on the -- on what we know about the Chinese
equi pnent. And so, it just is not conpatible with it
either. So that is the one challenge that we have to be
able to do that.

And so, | amnot sure what legislation -- the
| egi sl ation that could help us potentially is how do we get
FMS faster so they don't have to choose to buy a Chinese
system

Senator Ernst: Excellent. And this has been a
di scussion as well about FM5 and whether it should be the
jurisdiction of Arned Services or another commttee here in
the United States Senate. And that is sonmething for us to
iron out. So, you don't necessarily need additional
authorities for inplenentation then, that you are aware of ?

CGeneral Kurilla: | believe | have all the authority
t hey need right now, ma' am

Senator Ernst: Gkay. | would just encourage our
partners in that region to buy Anmerican. And nmaybe that is

t he nessage that we need to send.

CGeneral Kurilla: | would be happy if they just bought
Vst ern.

Senator Ernst: Western -- well, conpatible --

Ceneral Kurilla: It would be great with all of our
syst ens.

Senator Ernst: No, excellent point. Excellent point,
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General. | do want to thank you for your tireless efforts
to build partnerships in the region. | was recently on a
CODEL where we visited Israel, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE. And | heard over and over again your nane
menti oned specifically, and we described that or we have
described that in the past as | eadership by wal ki ng around.

And you did state earlier that you spend 50 percent of
your time in the AOR, and | know that that is greatly
appreci ated by our partners. So, thank you for doing that.
Truly appreciate your |eadership. Presence is power.

And General Langley, | know that you are out there and
engaged as well. | do have a question | wll submt for
the record for you. It deals with a 127 ECHO program
which | think is incredibly inportant in your region to
mai ntai ning stability.

So, thank you, gentlenen, very much. M tinme has
expired. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator. Let ne note that
the vote has begun and recogni ze Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Gent | enen, thank you for your service, testinony today.
Very much appreciate it. And your team nenbers behind you.
| know how nuch they put into these kind of hearings.

CGeneral Langley, | want to begin by al so nentioning,

we probably are getting the picture, we had a nunber of
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Senate CODELs to the region recently. | think that is
actually inportant. | was part of the CODEL with Senator
Rosen and seven U.S. Senators to the Abraham Accords
countri es.

Started in Mdrocco. Really inpressive ally, one of
our | ongest standing allies anywhere in the world. | don't
know to what specificity you can provide thoughts, and
maybe this is kind of even against your own interests, but
It did occur to ne that | think it is tinme to have AFRI COM
headquarters in Africa, sonewhere. Mrocco, | think they
woul d be a great candidate. What do you think about that?

General Langley: Senator, this has conme up nunerous
tinmes in the past.

Senator Sullivan: | know, and it has been bl ocked by
some nenbers of the conmmttee. And they are always |ike,
well, we don't know where to put it, so let's keep it in
Germany. That is not a good answer, right?

Conme on, we don't know where to put fricking CENTCOM s
forward headquarters, but we chose Qatar. So, like, rea
countries make real tough decisions. Wat do you think we
should do? | don't think that is a good answer, which is
too tough. Too many good countries, so let's keep it in
Germany. What do you think?

General Langley: Senator, | see the -- | see sone

utility being on the continent, but at this time, just with
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our processes of getting down to visit to numerous
countries has been beneficial. As far as how we are laid
out now, | think we are right sized. Because when we are
in Europe, there is other partners there in proximty that
we can plan --

Senator Sullivan: What about |ike a CENTCOMi s
headquartered in Tanpa and has a forward headquarters in
Qatar. Wiat about a forward headquarters for AFRI COM
somewhere in --

CGeneral Langley: Senator, | can talk about that in
cl osed session because we do have sonet hing established --

Senator Sullivan: Okay. Let ne, both of you keep
talking and the mlitary |loves the phrase, whole of
Governnent, all instrunents power. W have been talking
about critical mnerals, which is really inportant and a
big part of the discussion.

How much sense does it make for the United States to
shut down our critical mneral production capacity, as a
Departnent of Interior has done in Al aska, and then you
guys cone here and say, boy, oh boy, we sure got to work on
critical matters.

Do you think that is smart, |ike we have not you guys,
but other agencies literally shutting down -- There is
sonmething called the Arber Mning District in Al aska, one

of the resource rich, critical mneral areas of the worl d.
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We had an environnental inpact statenent, EIA seven years,
$10 mllion, ready to go.

And then the Departnent of Interior cane in and
reversed that and said, hey, Anmerica, Al aska, start al
over. W will keep getting critical mnerals from China.
Were you guys informed of that? Wre you informed of that
interior nmaking that idiotic national security decision?

General Langley: No, sir.

Senator Sullivan: Do you think it makes sense for us
to |l ook at areas of critical mneral capacity in Arerica
and say, ah, we are not going to do that because | ower 48
environnmental groups don't like it. You would think that
makes sense froma national security perspective to shut
down our critical mneral production when this whole

heari ng has been about critical mnerals? Does that nake

sense? General, in your personal opinion?
General Langley: Senator, | amjust here to pass a
cautionary tale about China and their illicit activities on

the continent of trying to corner the critical --

Senator Sullivan: But if we can help uncorner it by
produci ng our own, doesn't that make sense?

Ceneral Langley: Senator, | don't have a position on
t hat .

Senator Sullivan: Cone on, General, you do have a

position. You just don't want to say it. Wat is your
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personal opinion on that? Does it make sense to produce
nore critical mnerals in America if we have then?

General Langley: Senator, we can discuss that in that
cl osed session about essentials for --

Senator Sullivan: This is the problem you talk al
i nstruments of power, whole of Governnent, and we don't do
it. And again, that is not you, but it is Biden, it is the
Adm nistration. It is national security suicide, and we do
it every damm day. W have shut down resource devel opnent
in our own country. It is idiotic.

That is the right answer, by the way. Real quick,
General Kurilla, you nentioned Iran taking, you know, shots
at our troops. Are we retaliating against then? | think
one of the | essons we | earned, you know, when they were
provi ding very sophisticated |EDs to kill and wound
t housands of Anericans in the 2005, 2006, 2007 ti nmefrane,
that that was a bad signal to let themjust kill our
peopl e, the best and brightest in Anmerica.

| amsure you lost soldiers to the Quds Force, |EDs.
And until we killed Sol eimani, which I think was a really
| nportant nessage, we weren't retaliating. So, | hope
ei ther covertly or overtly, when these guys are trying to
kill Americans, which they are pretty good at and they do a
| ot, that we are sending nessages like, all right, you want

to try and kill Anericans, gane on.
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What are we doing to retaliate agai nst these guys?

General Kurilla: Senator, | amprepared to retaliate
overtly, but also not all responses are overt.

Senator Sullivan: Ckay. But can you assure this
comrittee that we are not just letting themtry to attack
Americans? You have already nentioned that they are --

W t hout sone form of retaliation.

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, we have all the capability
to be able to retaliate. But not all retaliations are
overt.

Senator Sullivan: Good. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. And
t hank you, gentlenen, for your testinony. W have a vote
on, so | would encourage all ny coll eagues to vote, and we
will reconvene within about 15 mnutes in SVC 217 for the
cl osed session of this hearing. | will now adjourn the
open session. Thank you.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:47 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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