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" What we learn during these exercises allows us to set up our communications and control
systems to more effectively direct peacekeeping and other operations..."
—Rear Admiral Hervé Nambo Ndouany, chief of the Gabonese AE 2009 delegation.

Overview

Africa Endeavor is US Africa
Command’s annual
communications exercise that
focuses on interoperability
and information sharing
among our African partners.
The goal is to develop
command, control, and
communication tactics,
techniques, and procedures
that can be used by the

The Bottom Line

allows the participating
nations to provide critical C4
capabilities to the AU and to
African Standby forces.

The participating nations
take an active role in
shaping the exercise
according to their
requirements. The planning
conferences and exercise
locations are nominated and
voted on by the delegation
chiefs from each nation (US

African Union (AU) in support
of humanitarian assistance,
disaster relief, and
peacekeeping missions.

The first Africa Endeavor was
held in 2006 in South Africa.
Subsequent exercises took

Africa Endeavor is US Africa Command’s
annual exercise training communication
specialists from more than 30 countries to
more effectively participate in African Union
and regional security and peacekeeping
missions.

does not vote) with the intent
focused on each region
being afforded an
opportunity to host a
planning conference or
exercise. The participants
also decide on the exercise

place in Nigeria in 2008 and in
Gabon in 2009.

The Participants

Africa Endeavor 2009 included participants from 25
African nations, three international Organizations
(AU, ECOWAS, ECCAS), two European partners
(Switzerland and Sweden) and the United States.
About 30 African nations are currently planning to
participate in Africa Endeavor 2010 .

Objectives

Africa Endeavor’s primary objective is to help increase
the command, control and communications capacities
(C4) of African nations by encouraging interoperable
tactics, training, and procedures and creating
documented C4 systems standards supporting
coalition interoperability. Increasing the C4 capacity

objectives, training goals,

exercise agenda and format. Africa Endeavor gives
participating nations the opportunity to communicate
with other countries, even those outside their region.

Additionally, an objective of the exercise is to foster
an environment that facilitates information sharing and
human interoperability across borders, despite
language and cultural barriers, to enhance the ability
of African nations to support multinational operations,
respond to crisis and avoid conflict.

Qutcome

Africa Endeavor is an annual exercise that has trained
more than 1000 communication specialists from more
than 30 countries to more effectively participate in AU
and regional security and peacekeeping missions in
Sudan, Somalia, the central African Republic and
elsewhere and is important in the effectiveness of
African Standby Forces.
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